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yesterday 


First library started here in 1818 ++ 


By Frances E. Hughes 


For the first time in more than 70 years, 
Vigo County is to have a new public library. 

It is expected that ground will be broken 
in the late Winter of 1977 or early Spring of 
1978 for the new building to be erected on 
the site of the former Wiley High School on 
the southwest corner of Seventh and 
Walnut streets. 

Estimates are that it will take one year to 
be built and the total cost will be in the area 
of $3,500,000. 

All three local colleges, St. Mary-of-the- 
Woods, Indiana State University and Rose- 
Hulman Institute of Technology have added 
new libraries to their campuses in recent 
years. 

A public library was one of the first in- 
stitutions set up in Vigo County as early as 
1818. On Jan. 21 of that year, when the 
county was formed from Sullivan County, 
records show feeble efforts to form Vigo 
County libraries. 

In 1823, a subscription city library was 
established in Terre Haute, with John Brit- 
ton as librarian. W. C. Linton was president 
of the board and trustees were James J. 
Farrington, Curtis Gilbert, William Clark, 
Nathaniel Huntington, D. H. Johnson, D. F. 
Durkee and George Hussey. 

This library failed financially and ceased 
to exist. This left only private libraries of 
prominent and professional citizens, which 
were sometimes opened to friends. 

Harrison Township received its propor- 
tionate share of $160,839 spent on books in 
the state of Indiana after the Township Li- 
brary Law was passed in 1853. A library was 
then established at 318 Ohio Street with 
I.M. Brown, publisher of the Daily and 
Weekly Union, as librarian. This Harrison 
Township Library was later moved to the 
Union Printing Office in Routledge's Build- 
ing on Market Street. 

Some books from the Workingmen's In- 
stitute Library, established by William 
Maclure at New Harmony, also were availa- 
ble to local residents at that time. 

The Township Library Law was repealed, 
and the books in the Township Library were 
neglected and the library closed. 

Next Came the Association Library, 
authorized by an act of the legislature in 
1852 but not established here until 1869. 
That year, the Terre Haute Library Associ- 
ation established an office and reading 
room in the second story of the building at 
the northwest corner of Fifth Street and 
Wabash Avenue. 

Members paid $4.00 a year for member- 
ship. Deloss M. Minshall was president; 
John S. Beach, secretary, and J. Hollister 
Balding, in charge of property. 

William H. Wiley, superintendent of city 
schools from 1869 to 1906, kept records 
and worked untiringly in efforts to establish 
a worthwhile library and branch libraries in 
the city schools. 

Two societies tried to start libraries here. 
One was the Ulyssean Library, which had 
quite a collection of books, some of which 
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were later given to the library of Rose 
Polytechnic Institute. The other was the 
Concordia Society, whose small collection 
was finally turned over to the public library. 

In 1879, a second Terre Haute Library As- 
sociation was organized and many shares 
of stock were subscribed. N. G. Buff was 
president, and Dr. J. P. Worrell, secretary. 

When the Common Council voted down a 
library tax, this group turned its association 
over to a group of "enthusiastic and 
progressive women” who started a 
Subscription Library at 624 1/2 Wabash 
Avenue. 

Among these women were Lucy C. Won- 
ner, Leona Bowyer, Elizabeth S. Byers, 
Eliza B. Wiley, Mary Sydney Miller, Mary F. 
Reeves and Ella Burt McKeen. Mrs. Wonner 
served as librarian. 

Even then, there was women's lib for the 
women did not invite men to belong to their 
association. The men could contribute 
money and books or read there but they 
could not become members. 

In June of 1881, local schoo! trustees, 
acting under an 1880 law, levied a tax of 2c 
on each $100 of taxable property for library 
purposes. In May of 1882, the Terre Haute 
school trustees purchased the property of 
the Terre Haute Library Association, re- 
tained the rooms at 624 1/2 Wabash Avenue 
and elected Mrs. Wonner as librarian. 
Nucleus for the public library was 1,140 
volumes. 

Later that year, the library was moved to 
709 1/2 Wabash Avenue, and in 1896, the 
Universalist Church at 119 North Eighth 
Street was purchased to house the growing 
collection. 

In October, 1894, Mrs. Wonner resigned 
and Miss Leatha Paddock succeeded her. 

By 1903, the library had outgrown its 
quarters and Crawford Fairbanks built the 
present library building at 222 North Se- 
venth Street in memory of his mother, 
Emeline Fairbanks. The new building was 
opened to the public on Aug. 11, 1906, and 
has served as the main library here ever 
since. W. H. Floyd and C. E. Scott were the 
architects for the building. 

On April 30, 1906, Miss Paddock resigned 
and Mrs. Sallie Hughes became librarian, 
serving until her death in 1927. Miss 
Florence Crawford was then appointed to 
the position and she, too, served for many 
years until 1951. For two years (1951-53), 
Miss Hazel Bungard was librarian, after 
which Stillman K. Taylor served as librarian 
from 1953 to 1967. 

Mrs. Betty Martin became acting librarian 
in 1967, and the present library head, Ed- 
ward N. Howard, became Director of Public 
Libraries of Vigo County in 1968. The title 
was changed from Head Librarian to Direc- 
tor of Public Libraries that year. 

During the Great Depression years, the 
library suffered along with everything else. 
in 1931-32, there had been 25 agencies 
connected with the library--three high 
school libraries, five one-day stations at 
schools, 13 agencies serving schools and 
community, one hospital library, three sta- 
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tions serving homes for aged women and 
Crittenton Home. 

When the tax rate was reduced in 1932, 
all of these were closed except the main 
library, three high school libraries, three 
stations at homes and the hospital library. 
The staff was reduced from 33 to 22. 

The Fairbanks Library building has re- 
mained the main library. The first book- 
mobile began operation in 1955, with a sec- 
ond unit added in 1958. Also in 1958, the 
Meadows Branch was established as the 
first public library branch in a shopping 
center in Indiana and the only underground 
public library in the United States. 

In 1960 after Vigo County adopted the 
one-county school system, the Fairbanks 
Library was converted from a city library to 
the Vigo County Public Library, governed 
by a seven-member board. 

Branch libraries have now been added at 
Plaza North Shopping Center, Southland 
Shopping Center and West Terre Haute. 
This vast library system provides many ser- 
vices to the public and it is considered a 
very excellent one. 

There is conjecture as to what will hap- 
pen to the historic Fairbanks Library build- 
ing, which has become a favorite landmark 
in Terre Haute. Fairbanks donated $50,000 
for the construction of the building and 
$25,000 for equipment and furnishings, and 
the City of Terre Haute provided the land, ti- 
tle to which still remains with the Civil City. 
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God on campus 


Religion attracts college students 


By Peter Donahue 


“I knew that the fraternity system wasn't 
for me, but | knew that | had been accepted 
by the Lord, and that was enough for me,” 
says John Fitch, Rose-Hulman senior. 

Sound to you like someone has been 
hanging out at Sunday school a little too 
long? Got a bit of pew dust between the 
ears perhaps? Possibly even have that 
stained-glass gaze? 

It may be more “contagious” than the 
“Legionnaires Disease” (‘‘We've found no 
inoculation on the ISU campus against 
Jesus Christ,” says Terre Haute senior 
Mike Russell). 

It must be contagious even if the Legion- 
naires Disease isn’t, if the number of 
religious organizations on the ISU campus 
is any measure. Currently (the number 
seems to go up every time an airplane lands 
from India) there are 11 officially-recog- 
nized campus organizations, ranging from 
the traditional fundamental church to the 
Transcendental Meditation movement. 

For those not into any religion and are 
saying ‘‘So what,” there is an alternative. 
Make up your own. 

“In Los Angeles,” relates Mike Warnke, 
author of The Satan Seller, and ex-high 
priest of a witch coven with 1500 followers, 
“you can put a sheet over your head, walk 
through town and inside of fifteen minutes 
have 40 people ready to follow you to the 
death.” 

Fortunately ISU students seem to be a lit- 
tle more rational. And conservative. 

“This campus really is conservative. 
There are no large amounts of radicals, but 
a large percentage of Christians on cam- 
pus,” says George Willock, staff member of 
Campus Crusade for Christ, an organiza- 
tion that takes surveys of student religious 
beliefs and preferences. 

“Ninety per cent of the people we survey 
have a church affiliation or background,” 
continues Willock, '“and about 90 per cent 


express a desire for some sort of relation- 
ship with God, ideally speaking.” 

Fulfillment of this desire takes many 
forms - fraternities, sororities, clubs, 
athletic teams, and religious organizations 
and centers. 

With more than 120 ISU organizations, 11 
religious organizations don’t sound like 
many in comparison. Still, 90 per cent of 
12,000 students is a lot of people looking 
for fulfillment. 

“A tot of students on campus are first 
generation students,” says John Chironna, 
pastor of Central Presbyterian Church lo- 
cated on Seventh Street’s “church row.” “If 
they don't find the proper relationship in 
college life, they look to the church. If they 
don't find it there, they float around until 
they find something. 

“*It's important to have an outside source, 
but like the great philosophers said, 'know 
thyself.’ This is one area many fail to look - 
within themselves,” Chironna said. 

Kim Kirkendall, Logansport freshman, 
disagrees. 

“| don't think students go to traditional 
churches because of security, or that they 
have to because they always did before 
coming to college. | feel they honestly 
believe in what they're doing,” he says. 

What then, is drawing people back into 
the traditional church and traditional Chris- 
tian beliefs? 

Says Chironna, who received his Masters 
in clinical psychology from Princeton 
University, “Students are wanting to find 
answers and lifestyles, and are finding the 
Christian lifestyle the most viable way. 

“Before, the church was answering ques- 
tions people weren't even asking. Now you 
can’t say to a student with a problem ‘this is 
what the Bible says, just sit back and have 
faith that God will work it out.’ 

“You have to show them that faith is an 
act, how to seek out the answer, and how to 
apply scriptures to everyday life. 

“There also must be a balance between 
the conservative aspect of traditional 
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church and a social concern. You don't go 
up to a starving man and tell him he needs 
God. You've got to give him a piece of 
bread first.” 

Basing his beliefs on interaction with stu- 
dents through counseling and weddings, 
Chironna says students today are no 
different than they were in 1961 in their 
religious orientation. Half are traditional 
and about half are non-traditional. 

“It’s the same in worship services. We've 
run the gamut of guitars and contemporary 
songs, yet many times student solists pick 
old traditional songs that aren’t palatable 
even to me,” Chironna said. 

But this is not to say that 90 per cent of 
the ISU student body goes to traditional 
churches, or any churches at all. 

“Most have no creed, philosophy or any- 
thing they follow. There is a great desire to 
just hang around and seek after their own 
pleasure,” says Brad Reardon, Crusade 
staffer. 

“The popular trend is towards the 
eastern cults and philosophies, however. 
Religion is very popular nowadays,” he 
adds. 

Although facts show religion in general 
is on the rise everywhere (in politics too), it 
is difficult to discern whether there is any 
increase in ISU activity. 

According to Donald Mighell, director of 
student activities, ‘It’s hard to tell if 
religious organizations on campus have ex- 
perienced any increase. Part of the 
difficulty is very poor records; but mostly, 
it's a fact that religious organizations 
weren't recognized until eight or nine years 
ago. 

“Also, many more students are now at- 
tending ISU, making a judgment on in- 
crease of activity and participation almost 
impossible,” adds Mighell. 

Some individual groups report an in- 
crease of regular members since last year: 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes from 10 to 
12 last year to 37 at the opening meeting 
this year; the core group of students at the 
Catholic Center has risen sharply from four 
to five to around 20; and Campus Crusade’s 
attendance tripled since last year to 75 
committed members in persona! growth 
groups, to cite a few examples. 

The only really conclusive conclusion is 
that everything is very inconclusive. You 
can research old yearbooks and campus 
newspapers; try to count and estimate the 
number of groups and members of past 
years. Find the percentage of students in- 
volved relative to the total population going 
back at five year intervals, and then com- 
pare and graph those figures with this 
year’s total. 

It does not work. Take my word for it. 

You can, however, turn directly to the 
1950 Sycamore yearbook. Look in the fra- 
ternity section. Pictured is a fraternity 
gathered around the dinner table praying 
before the meal. 

Times certainly have changed, my friend. 
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Veri Recent action of the boafd of directors of the Vigo County. 
* Historical Society has resulted in- their decision to place their, 
extensive historical reference library in the Special Collections: 
Room planned by the Vigo County Public Library for their new! 
location at 7ta and Walnut Streets. 
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placed in the public itbrary's: 
existing locked file cases. | 

Those kbrary materials| 
suitable for museum display! 
will be retained for future use.| 
Following the transfer, the 
room on the main floor of the 
museum now used for the 
library will be used for another 
purpose. The curator’s time can 
be better utilized in museum 


With the goal for completion set for the end of 1976, this display, programs, etc. 


gift would be one of the most 


community duritg the Bicentennial Year. 


Incorporated in 1924, the Vigo 
County Historical Society has 
been dedicated to collecting and 
preserving all sorts of local! 
historical rraterials. Much of 


- the collection consists of books, 


diaries, letters, photographs, 
ard family and business papass. 
It was not until the 1950s that 
the library materials were put 
into any sort of usable shape, 
were unboxed and catalogued in 
readiness for the. opening of the 
Historical Museum in 1958. 


Since that time, the líbrary 
contains approximately 2,000 
books, 
genealogies to county histories, 
state history. atlases, volumes 
concerning all the wars in which 
the United States has been in- 
volved, and all related historical 
subjects. Six metal fle cabinets 
contain local history materials. 
A special cabinet contains rolls 
of microfilm for the microfilm 
reader, cassette tapes of in- 
terviews and other oral history, 
as well as films and slides for 
history programs. 

Along with the responsibility 
for preservation, there goes the 
equally important need for 
making the contents of the 
library more accessible to those 
who are desirous of using it pro- 
perly and under supervision. 
U's 
reference library, not a cir- 
culating or lending library. 


ranging from family; 


strictly a research’. and! 


important contributions to the 
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new library now in the planning 
stes. 

The late Dr. Richard Gem- 
mecke, whose idea provided the 
impetus for the move, chaired 
the committee, along with 


Wayne Miller and Mrs. Dorothy : 


J. Clark, whose years of work 
with the collection were 
recognized. Library Board 
members Mrs. Rosemary 
Duwelius and George Dunkin 
along with Edward Howard, 
library chief, met with the 
Society group’ and plans pro- 
gressed. 
" The committees took + their 
findings back to their respective 
boards of directors, and after 
careful consideration of all pros 
and cons, the move was 
unanimously approved. 

At their March meeting, the 
Historical Society’s board mem- 


The planned Special Collec- 
tions area of the proposed Vigo 
County Public Library provides 
a place to house and use the 
special collections of local 
history, genealogy, Indiana and 
American history (not found in 
general works) and other rare; 
materials selected because of 
local significance. This material 
will be utilized by genealogists| 
and local historians as well as! 


researchers in Indiara and! 
American history. This area! 
provides a “safe” place, tol 


house materials of value which | 
must be protected and forj 
which the hbrary has no other 
housing such as museum or 
rare book sections. 

This space must be near the 
reference room and microform 
center for both accessibility and 
visual control and should not be 
open to the public except under 
¡the guidance of a staff member. 
This space should be near a! 
public copier and should be near | 
the card catalog. It should be: 
isolated from any noisy activity. 

The objectives of the Vigo 
County Public Library in jts 
rdle as community information, 
center have been stated as 
three-fold; | 

Acquisition (input): To ac- 
quire by purchase or gift, and 
by staff recording and produc-| 
tion, all relavant and potentially 
useful imformation that is pro- 
duced by, about, or for the 
citizens of the community. | 

Storage: To organize this in-i 


A special library committee|bers approved the gift of the|farmation for efficient delivery 
was appointed by Ralph J.ilibrary collection to the public 


Courtney. president of the 
Historical Society, to meet with 


a committee from the Vigo 
County Public Librarv Board to 


ibrary. Book plates will be 
placed in the books to make the 


researcher aware of the original 
owner. Filed materials will be 
incorporated 


into 


explore the possibility of placing |library's locked file cases, and 
the Society's collection in the|genealogical materials will be 


the public | information toward 


¡And . convenient public access, 
¡its use, and provide assistance: 
in its utilization. 

Delivery (output): To cause. 
maximum effective use ‘of this 
improving 
the quality of hfe in the com- 
munity and the search for Un- 
derstanding by its citizens. 
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LOOKING OVER library materials in the Historical Museums reference library which will 
be transferred to the new Vigo County Public Library as a Bicentennial gilt are, left to 
right, Ralph J. Courtney, Society president; Wayne E. Miller, Society director; Arch R. 
Dunbar, board president, Vigo County Public Library, and Ed Howard, director, V.C.P.L. 


—. - 2 * Photo by House of Photography. 
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Miss Hazel Bungard— | 
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By ELIZABETH CIANCONE 
Star Staff Writer 


A small four-year-old girl 
was permitted to accompany 
her older cousin to the library 
for the first time. Before they 


entered the building, he cau- 


See Story on Page 1. 


tioned her that she must be 


quiet, but she was hardly pre- 
pared for the stern figure be- 
hind a huge desk on a platform 
just inside the entrance. 

The figure rose from her 
chair, pointed an unrelenting 
forefinger at the little girl and 
said, “Don’t you dare say a 
word!’’ She must have been an 
imposing figure, because the 
memory is still green for Miss 
Hazel Bungard. 

It was Miss Bungard’s in- 
troduction to libraries and 
librianship, but in spite of it she 
went on to a distinguished ca-, 
reer as a librarian and will be 
the senior retiree in terms of 
years of service at Friday's 
ground-breaking ceremonies. 

Always a bookish person, 
Miss Bungard completed high 
school in 1916, mid-year. She 
devoted her mornings to three 
classes at Indiana State. then 
hopped on a “jitney” to get 
back to Garfield High School in 
time to sit in on a ninth term of 
English from her favorite 
teacher. That same year she 
applied for, and was granted, a 
permit from the School Board 
to work as a library apprentice. 


Her career as a librarian 
began in December when she 
was hired as a circulation clerk 
to work from 2 to 6 p.m. Sun- 
day. She earned 50 cents for the 
four hours each week, or specif- 
ically, 124% cents an hour. 

At the time Miss Bungard 
joined the library staff, Mrs. 
Sallie C. Hughes was head li- 
brarian and urged her young 
protege to seek library 
certification and even offered 
to help her gain entrance to 
school. Unfortunately it was too 
late in the season to apply in 
Indiana where the class was 
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‘already full, so Mrs. Hughes 
pulled a few strings and ar- 
ranged for the novice to enter 
school at the University of Hli- 
nois. 

Competition was keen and 
included several honor students 
and one librarian with many 
years of experience, but Miss 
Bungard finished third high in 
the group. Her teachers urged 
her to remain to complete a 
degree and even offered to help 
her get scholarship money, but 
“it was a question of money,” 
Miss. Bungard says. “I didn’t 
have it.” 
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So, she came home and, in 
spite of “Papa's objections,” 
she took a job at South Bend 
Public Library as assistant to 
the head librarian. She re- 
mained for only 13 months by 
which time “Papa” had be- 
come more anxious than ever 
to have her back home. It was 
about the time the United 
States entered World War I, 
and not only was one sister 
ailing, but her only brother had 
enlisted. 

So Hazel Bungard came back 
to Terre Haute. Her superior 
had warned, ‘‘You’ll go back to 
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that little rinky-dink town and 
that's the last we'll hear from 
you.” Hazel chuckles now, “I 
wish she were still alive so I 
could tell her. ‘how right you 
were.”” 

It may have been the last the 
world heard of Hazel Bungard, 
but Terre Haute has heard plen- 
ty over the years. She worked 
in a variety of capacities over 
the years. She replaced Miss 
Minnie Connor who introduced 
story hours for children in 1907, 
and was the story teller at 
Collett Park for a number of 
years. She also classified and 
catalogued all of the children's 
collection. When head librarian 
Miss Florence Crawford left. 


the library in 1951 at age 76, 
Miss Bungard became acting 
head librarian, a position she 
filled competently for some- 
thing more than two years until 
she was replaced by Stillman 
Taylor in October 1953. 

As head librarian she in- 
troduced Library of Congress 
cards and successfully lobbied 
for weekend closing. 

Miss Bungard remained in 
the harness for another ten 
years, competent as always in 
many areas. She retired in 1956 
while serving as readers' ád- 
visor, having logged an im- 
pressive 47 years as a librarian. 

Unquestionably she could 
have gone on to impressive 

itions in her profession, but 

e Ener 47 years she has made 
thousands of library patrons 


glad she followed Papa's 
wishes and came home to Terre 
Haute. 
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o By BLAINE, AKERS | 
o Star’Staff Writer i 


Election of officers, adoption, 
ola resolution ‘Stating the pur- 
pos of the Vigo County Public: 
ary and acceptance ol the; 
) operating budget as adver- 
lised were among major items 


Of Vigo Library Trus ees 
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ling 1975-76 ‘sess ¿while Ethel 
D. Bell was el ted vice-presi-] 
dent. Mrs. Bell replaces George 
E. Dunkin 

Rosmary K. Ditwelius will 
again serve. as board secretary 


and David L. Johnston was re-| 


elected as treasurer, 
CG Se 
In nominating Dunbar for 
the president's position, trustée 
Ned A. Bush. Sr. cited Dunbar 
or his excellent leadership. “It's 
been a pleasure working on this 
board with a president such as 
Mr. Dunbar who has directed 
this board in a. responsible 
manner,” praised Bush. 
a E 
The following resolution was 


whose decisions reflect the in- 
| Arch R. Dunbar was reelected terests and needs of the .com-| 
tbuard president for the incom- munity, and 


‘useful’ information that is pro- 
| See LIBRARY BOARD 
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Í In the “Matter of 
Lib cary Bos Me pas mira the Tax Rates for certain Purposes by the 
ice is reby given the t 
proper legal officers of said municipal at IPN ia ak om cor flo D 
the 18th day of August, Wii Deul, Spite Soi budget: 7 - 
LIBRARY CLASIF TION V $ 
DERAN OPERATING FUND Current Charges .............. 210,909 
. Services Personal. > 8574, 2166. Current Obligations e 
2, Services Contractual ; 7. Properties r JE TAO 
a, = ie ag ea Sl a 
moe. ae . a. 
EST IMATE OF Fuk Ds, “TO BE RAISED + rary Operating Fund $978.94 
INCOMING TEAR SROP DECA 3 oF, 
A A i library 
rue: 4 Operating 
| 1. i A mus estimate for incoming year, Jan. 1 to Dec, 31, oe i 
75, + ~ (bee ee ARS | 
i 2. Necessary e E S July T to Dec. 31 A year, to cia 
i made from appropriations unexpended 2... 0 o... 492.099! 
| 3. Addilional al openers to he made July Po io Dec. 31 of | 
7 present ee y T N —o— | 
. Oulstanding temporary oans to be paid | beta Dec. 31 of pres jez 
bs. Tos included in lines 2 or y pa : sp , e pee = 275,000 | 
o unds required (Add Lines 1 PSA A 1.75 
FUNDS ON HAND AND El de no 
l balance, June 30th of press LANA A 130.7 
A fag to be collected, present T m E Se ees 631.732 
scellaneous revenue to be rect i present year io Dec. 
a. Special tas de al ae E wees | He 71.05 
fb. AU r d Lio ae E EN ge 
RA FOR EXPENSE TO ae" 
s 
a OF TN 1 rom line 3 =.. 617.497 
2 becaria Balance (Not in excess of,expenses from Jan. 1 to Sipe 31, 
Jess misc. revenue for same | bs ez 30.000 
AMOUNT a i dá lines 10 and 11) 867,197 
A T. | y 9029 309,970 | 
Levyon Amcunt to 
j - Property Be Raised 
o Fiun E -.2,- -10- 38.8 867.497 
MICA”. 388 867,497 
Mm a 
resent year and pounts 
i ree yeu. ) = 
lected - Cohected, + Collected 
1975 
764,922 ies. 702 -$781,732 
1902 1 $765.71 $781,732 


rd thereon. After the tax 
we hak been delermi nty auditor not later than 
two days prior to the se ES E l io ae and ihe levy fixed by the 
ly tax adjustment boa heir failur lo so, hy the count, 

ten or more taxpayers po "És ageriev y such levies. may 
Robla, slale board of -iax commissioners for eA and final hea 


[by filing a petition with the ccunty auditor on fore the fourth 
tite or on before the tenth day afler pu ticr by the ccu auditor 

rate charged, whichever date is later, an e state board of. Tax com: 
Moi will tix a date for hea g in this ly. i 
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" By WAYNE PERRY y ragg and the staff will” be'automaticallv began ON < In his ruling on that case! 
q pleased — the staff has worked as a library board for the en-| McCrory outlines the historical 
Tribune Staff Writer hard on the Proposed Building tire county. Pe uestinit of the board's legality | 
A judgment in favor of the | Statement for the new main) From the time that the VCSC and, in part, notes: | 
Vigo County Library Board has | Puliding. ¡was oificialiy formed on Jan. -“No legal process was in-i 
been levied in the class action. “I think now. the comunity 1, 1961, through the current stituted during that»period from | 
suit that sought to test thel can recognize the fact that we|time, the combined school and; 1961 to and including 1974 test- 
legality of the board for bond-| can go ahead and progress,’’|library board (and now the li-; ing or “questioning ‘the right, 
ing purposes, presumably clear- | Dunbar concluded. brary board) has’ taxed all; power» or authority to levy 
ing the way for the issuance| The library board has ‘been|property located within Vigo jan for library purposes 
of bonds for a new main library considering the construction -of County. ` against all taxable property lo-| 
facility. a new main facility on the for-| ¿Action to clear up the; library | cated in Vigo County, Indiana.” 
Library spokesmen said that mer Wile Er aiii site for|bourd's legality began on July| —''No citizen or taxpayer of 
they felt the judgment “estab- sevetal yes put was refuset!15, 1974. when a resolution was| Vigo County, Indiana, appeared 
lished the slegality of the board | bonding authority from O (adopted by the school board. to protest the proposed levying 
and appears to satisfy the re- | Brewer ofthe’ Indianapolis law! then operating. as a Class Iliof taxes against all property 
quirements of bonding officials firm of Ice, Miller, Dinadio, and’ public library’ board, to con- located in Vigo County, Indiana, 
in Indianapolis.” Ryan. | Vert to a Class I public library by defendant, the Vigo County | 
Charles K. McCrory, judge The authority was denied be- un er the provisions ‘of the! Public Library, at its. public; 
of Superior Court of Vigo Coun- | cause of the question of the le=¡ “Public Library Law of 1947.” ¡hearing held on Atte. 26. | 
ty, Division II,- signed the | gality of the board’s compositi e school and the library |1974.. "+... > Fl 
judgment- Wednesday afterndon. | and the board's authority to tax! boards were then separated and —"The* Vigo County Public 
| that, had | county-wide = la new library board was ap- e 
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tp e dane belare adoni aei | The osa queso ms he a eben as bee onnie 
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y area | quirementss and in order to ob- “iti 

“Now this can pave the way township school districts com- tain an official 1 ioe on the | ey ee ang : ke 

for us to issue bonds when the ; bined” into the single county legal question of the board. a =Sinces 1961 and th fter 

appropriate time comes,” he cu f the Vigo County School class action suit was filed by | to date he Vigo C e A 

added. 3 l | Corporation under the so-called. Florence L. Butter and Barbara. br E e ʻd 4 e 
Noting that he was “very bag ghool Corporation Reorgani-' N. Dailey for and one behali of no de id el E 

py” with the judgment. Dunbar! zation Act of 1959.” “all persons similarly — situ- ree ng 1 a a uđblej 


commented, “I believe ine! At that time the school board) ated,” against the library board.) Continued on Page 5, Col. 6: 
x y = . . d a Y 


— ~ wet - 
- v 


¡and municipal corporttion *“val-llegislature passed a statute that 


| Hp i : \*cured the mistake.” 
Rulin Favors tidy establishes gt legally Gi The statute noted that any 
y peine” under ah Public Li) School board that had puna 
i brary Law of 1947. the authority of a library boar 
ConA. IAB. | (2) The limits of the library and had successfully taxed on a 
ee 4 ——-.«-|disirict are ‘‘coextensive and broad basis for two years prior 
«services to all citizens and tax-| “oterminous” with those of Vi80|to 1965 was legal. Such ould 
SeLviGóS z co " Pts » 5 | County. E apply to the local MENY wel h 
P Thet citizens of Vigo Coun-| (3) The library board has[. AS noted earlier, the rine 
ty. have/utilized and accepted heen and ign oe aah wa for the issuance of bonds when 
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the services rendered on a coun-|stituted as the governing Eor a new facility 
ty-wide basis’ since 1961 to¡of the Vigo County awa a dibeal: could be ametlecby 
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does rely upon the foregoing inito levy taxes against all t 
providing said library services able property if Vigo ye 

and to continue to provide said, Senge > ng at | E, 

library services on a county-; made, accordi oca! 

wide jeg and in proposing tol attorney, that even though the Community Attairs File 
continue levying taxes for ji-| state attorney general ruled in 
brary purposes on all taxable | 1964 that: all school boards that | 
property located in Vigo Coun-|had assumed the authority of 
t ie library boards without proper 
action on paper were illegal as! 
far as the control of the library: 


was concerned, the 1965 state 
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McCrory’s ‘‘Conclusions of 
Law” included that: . 
(1) The library is a public 
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The last in a series of church 


educatioin materials exhibits of. 


Vigo County Library Co 
bined Church Materials, 1975 
will-be at the Washington 
Presbyterian Church, 61g 
ington Ave.. Tuesday. * 
from 3 to 8 p.m. ` 


According to Genevies 
ner, VCPL Group $S 
librarian, who will be « 
lo answer questi dàfing the! 
exhibit hours. the JibB: 
terials are those whic 
gram planners and la; 
‘with educational. ‘re : 
ties in the church, vin $ 


They include such items as 
games, posters, wall) charts, | 
¡mounted piobures.:. ltltimedia | 
‘kits, films, choral Moines. 
dramas, ‘songs, ete. T 

- Mrs. Reisner says. E 
we want all church 
the community who inter- | 
ested in new. church education 
formats to drop in at thei 


‘venience and UE 

the ‘Specialize i we 
‘have been exhibiting: m at 
„churches in, different areas in! 
ithe communit i: dis- 
play: will give desd ams Sin the | 
south end an to see 

them.” k 


Mrs. Norman 


pate J i 
s the last, in ch a: 

included M pao nue eth- 
odist Church. an rinity Lut pat 


eran Church. ow i) 
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ho Public “Lit Me library. The library has. a 
„presented. with | : copy of “The Book of the Law of! 
several microfilm and, copies ‘of the Lord”. which was translated 
¡historic volumes, all related to by Strang from'plates similar to 
¡the Mormon Chureh, by a resi-, those from which Smith trans: 
dent of Prairie Creek. at lated the ‘ ‘Book of Mormon.” 

Robert. A: Brown, the donor,| Strang had’ four polygamo‘ss 
has one of the largest collections wives, His- first wife, Mary 
of historic Mongignt materials in Perce Strang her with his 
‘the area. A son, Will daughter, 

Brown, a M officer | “Myrette” “in Terre! 
«at the U.S. Penitentiary, also Haute fo i the’ murder of 
| the author of a book on, ames James * Strang “on: Beaver: 
J. Strang, entitled _ “The Book Island _ in 1836. William 
of the Law of the Lord.” Land: Strang are puried! 
“The microfilm are of early in H Lawn Cemetery. 
Mormon newspapers, the Gos- e ara di 
Noa Herald, the Northern Island- 1 ae neo ae E 
er said Zion's Revielle. pe col, ay Saints is available in the 
jin the mater atio E “de v o reerence room of the library. | 
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bNétional Library Week. April 

13-19, will be observed by the 

Vigo County Public Library in 

several ways, says director Ed 
oward. 

“In addition to VCPL: dis- 

plays, programs, and special 
bookmark handouts, the McDon- 
ald's restaurant at 248 So. 7th! 
St. is providing free meal tick- 
ets for drawings which will be 
held each day in al six libraries 
—Emeline Fairbanks, Meadows, 
Southland, Plaza North, West 
Terre Haute and the Mediamo- 
bile.” Howard says. 
- There will be 15 tickets given! 
daily for a free hamburger- 
fries-soft drink meal at the Mc- 
yonald’s restaurant. according 
to Dave Cope. manager. 


he names and will then notify 
vinners to pick up the tickets 
t whichever library has drawn 
he names from its previous 
NAS circulation. 


rvice through gifts of this 
d,”” says 

e VCPL will also be part 
an over-all “ raries of Vigo 


television show which 
will kick off the week's obser- 
vance. Howard says. 

Produced by WTHI-TV with| 
photography and script by Dr. | 
p Reck of Indiana State 
University, the “Thirty Min- 


` utes” program will be aired on 


Channel 10 at 5 p.m., Saturday 
April 12, immediately following 
the Masters Golf Tournament. 
Eleven Vigo County libraries 
will be included in the program: 
West Vigo Elementary, West 
o Middle, Terre Haute North 
\ el and Instructional Materials 
Center libraries of the Vigo 
County Schoo! Corporation: IVY 
Tech, St. Mary-of-the-Woods, 
Rose-Hulman Institute and In- 


diana State University libraries: 


and the Vigo County r a Li- 


brary. 
‘National Library © Week ¡sl 
aponsored by the American Li- 
ry Association which has 
chosen “Information Power” as 
1975 there o 
fi displa; n all the county 
Be will de posters depict- 
this theme. and special the- 
tic pele S are available 
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In pod e of the 
inauguration of Dr. Richard G. 
Landini. eighth president of 
Indiana State University, a rare 
first edition of Friar Ambrosius 
Calepinus’ Dictionarium. | 
published in 1502, will be added 
to the Cordell Collection of 


Dictionaries at the ISU 


Cunningham Memorial 
Library. 

The work was acquired from 
Bernard' M. Rosenthal. Inc., 


San Francisco. Calif.. rare book 
dealer 


“We are pleased to use this | 
special acquisition to 
commemorate Dr Landini's 
inauguration,” Sul H Lee. dean 
of ISU's Library Services. said 
“This very rare first edition 
certainly strengthens the 
excellent Cordell Collection.” 


` Lee added that a special 
bookplate for the work was 
chosen from bookplates 
specially designed for this 
purpose by students in an [SU 
art class The bookplate 
selected was the work of Steven 
J Dillon. an ISU junior art 
student from Montgomery. Ind. 


Friar Calepinus of Bergamo. 
Italy. based this landmark 
Dictionarium on the pioneer 
work “Suidas.” which was 
reportedly compiled by 1 00 or 
more authors The Suidas 
Lexicon Graecum. first edition 
published in 1499. is in the ISU 
Cordell Collection. 


Friar Calepinus’ work. known 
as the “Calepine.'' is one of the 
most influential dictionaries of 
all time because of its direct 
influence upon development of 
the English language dictionary 
through Thomas Elyot's 
Dictionary. 1538 in 
Latin-English During the who 
period of the Rennaissance , 
scarcely an important 
dictionary was published which 
did not reflect directly or 
indirectly the influence of 
Calepine. 


President Landini will 
participate in a ceremony 


Friday Nov 7. at 4pm at the | 
Library when the book will the | 


officially added to the Cordell 
Collection. 
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nvolvement - e a former Tibrary employe in. 
esulted inta- request from the local -library bo: 
Indiana State Board of Accounts. a 
that the Vigo County Public Library Board aa beci 
0 alarities and diser epancies” in its financial records durin 
week of May Was made public Wednesday. a 
Upon learning of the financial probl ems and't tie “possib ei 
former library employe in alleged: misap propriation of funds” ne li ibrary 
members notified the State Board of Accounts, the agency’ with the. respo 
¡ue law to investigate and wae on such irregularities.” li ae AL. 
a addition, local ‘authorities, pre 
the library's insurance car- 
inert were also notified itme; 
diately. 

According to a, library board: 
release, the State Board of Ac-, 
¡counts then conducted a “¢om- 
plete and lengthy” investigation, 
of the financial records of the 
¡Vigo County Public Library, 

. and the State Board of 

Ea mts apparently just com-! 

its investigation last| 

| week, ” according to the an- i 

| nouncement. j - The ‘Indiana Code. (1C bala 

q The local library board | has and, following) concerning pub- 
“yet received cd audit report r t 

the result of* the Die on 
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| Announ 3 


tión. 

-Local often kins to 

he report 

owever, a 

e State Board 
al ianapolis told | 

JNE sthat phe report | 


ne state 
—ipstitution 
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“he ar mo =) | 
Ls involved, how the di y 
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Hg makiag out! Father John Elford, my parish 


tne Vigo County Public Library | phony checks pene from | ipriest, and, in turn, to my 
has admitted diverting more library funds, then cashing the | superior, Mr. Edward Howard. 


than $16,000 in library firads to checks herself 
Thomas, who earned| VCPL and Father Elford is 
$9, 000 @ year at the library, said pastor of St. Patrick's Catholic. 
ia her statement to the Board of Church here, 


her pensonal use, according to a 
report Wednesday by the In- 
diaba State Board of Accounts. 


Howard is director of the 


Dorothy M. Thomas, who wasl Accounts, “I should like to state!, Howard said” Wednesday the) 
employed “Asa secretary and that my misdeeds were not board was “alerted by one of 
later business manager fro mj'found out’ until, because of my OUY suppliers” that the phony 


Sept. 1, 1954, until she resigned. 
in-May, admitted the theft in a 
sigted statement to state! 
auditors in May. The audit, | 
which was requested by the 
Library Boardyof Trustees, was 
certified Wednesday to the Vigo 
County Grand Jury for possible | 
cniminal proceedings. 

Phillip 1. Adler, chief deputy, 
prosecutor, said Wednesday | 
night the report has been! 
received in the Prosecutor's Of-' 
fice. Adler said the report will | 
be studied in detail before any! 
decision is made on a course of | 
action. 


Included in the audit wus a 


-statement by Miss Thomas, 41. 


in which she admitted taking 
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comscience, I confessed the fact See VCPL ` | 


of f my misappropriating funds to On Page 15, Column 6 


{ 


ithe checks and applying the 

funds . . to my person! use, | 

Log “Tt is my intent and desire to! 

Continue rom make resolution of the moniés! 
checks were being written. ‘#.that I misappropriated.” 

was shocked as was everyone| State auditors said they met 

else, Howard said of Miss, With Miss Thomas and her at- 

‘Thomas admissions. ¡torney and presented “‘all 

Ta. qe questions ple claims and: waa 


In a Prepared statement "ants." 
released Wednesday, Howard | 
said, “‘the report by the State! 
Board of Accounts indicates) ach 
that. public funds amounting toland warrant — Schack | esented | 
$16,360.92 have been misap-|and observed that a she 
propriated . . . between October!could not remem ber all the! 
1973 and April 1975. Í false, claims she, had presented | 

“Full settlement of the loss to the library board for pay- 
lhas been made by the library's ment, she assumed she had pre-| 
‘insurance company, and an each item presented.” | 


go: = War aE 
The report > pstntes | s ‘Mi issi 
Thomas loo! at each 


is no loss to the taxpayers.” - The auditors reported also 
. Until 1973, all library ac-¡that Miss Th 
counting was done under coa- other 
tract with the Vigo County. 
School Corp. Mer, Miss Thomas’ at- i 

Miss Thomas stated, “Com- , said his client “stands 
mencing in the year 1973, I'willing but not a es able 
misappropriated monies of the bo E titution in one ] 

he said he is “ stil | 

i with the bonding 


omas said no one 
was involved, 


periodically writing che ng 
made out to various perso vhich repaid the 
Tames nd companies and ldihra: 9 entire sum. 

which s were sometimes _ Miller said Miss Thomas, who! 
fictitious and sometimes at is at present unemployed,” is aj 
amd then endorsing those check mi M who has had a very poor 
with the “mame to whom ` childhod. pi 

check was made and cashing! “Although it wi a criminal 


act, it was not for personal 
gain,” ` Miller said of Miss 
| Thomas’ actions. “Tt goes way 
Back, back to childhood. It’s a 
shame and pathetic thing. We 
hope to make co: lete 
restitution and Ri wae 
prosecution.” 
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LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT SURVEY--II 


Vigo County Public Library’ 


Please check the type of library: 


State University Public > . ayy ie RS 
University Special 
College Other (please specify). 


What year was your library established? 1831 
What is the size of the population served by your library? 114, 528 


What is the total number of volumes in your library? 354. 366 
Books 218 6 


Periodicals ound vo 81, total no. of periodicals 102,880 


U.S. 89 nme documents 44 
Other „3201 ET a s_uncataloged (pług other forms of, in QEngtion 


hown on a 

The number of volumes in your library for the following years: 

1875 

1900 

1925 72.799 

1950 114. 39AH 

1960 Li 145 

1970 taloged vols., uncat. 18,398 


How many volumes circulated in 1974? 605 252 


Ypa patrons used your library in 1974? Last survey 1973 showed over 300,000 entered 
VOP facilities in year, but in 1973 over 25,000 used VCPL by phone, staff 


Please check the classification system that your library uses. made .121 speeches and performed: 
Library of Congress , = 


Dewey X Ec eee cape 1,930 "staff services" both in & 


Reader Interest out of the VCPL facilities. 
Other (please specify) : 


Below is a Hst of factors influencing library growth. Please rank items in order of importance 
("1" being the most important) which yov feel have been influential in the development of your 
library. If any items below do not apply, please mark with a zero (0). 


Population growth Note: positive influencing Factors are 
ap eae EI a indicated with +, i. e., contributing 
U.S. government documents PD... to growth; negative influences are 
Sustained financial support + indicated by”e 


Friends of ith @dabrary . 


Trustee in eS Of dns PS SANE att +3 


Federal financial support t 
State financial support 


Other (please specify) EXC 5 xcellent staff +1 


that percentage of your library's collection are U.S. government documents? 1.2%+ 
How many U.S. government serials are in your library? 20 


What percentage of your serial titles are U.S, government serials? Set 


Do you have a separate U.S, government documents department? yes X no 
Do you have a U.S. government documents librarian? yes X * no *who also serves on Ref- 
If yes, to whom (i.e., the position) does the librarian report? Reference erence ¡Desk 
aoralnator 
Do you include U.S. government documents in your card catalog? yes no some documents X 
is e separate catalog for U.S. povernment documents maintained? yes no x 
If yes: a. Do you have author entries? yes no 
b. Title entries? yes no 
c. Subject entries? yes nd 


What classification system is used for U.S. government documents? 
Library of Congress 
Dewey __ For census matertats _ 
SuDocs 


Other (please specify) E a o a 
REFERENCE 
DO NOT CIRCULATF 


Y 18. What classification system do you prefer for U.S. government documents? 
Library of Congress 


Dewey : L E 
SuDocs x : 
Other (please specify) 
19. Are the U.S. government documents on open shelves? yes X no ; " 
a. Is a portion of your U.S. government documents in storage? yes no X 


b. If yes, what percentage are in storage? 
c. If yes to part "a", how quickly can they be retrieved? 


20. Do U.S. government documents circulate? yes no X (Some by special permission) 
If yes: a. How many U.S. government documents were circulated in 1974? j 
b. How many U.S. government documents were not returned in 1971? 

c. Are missing U.S. titles- replaced? y 


es ` 
We put some gov.docs. in Vertical Files & th i 
! se do Ci 

21. How many patrons used U.S. government documents fi wiht fave no way Or RESHIAS? y 


22. How often do you receive reference questions or requests for materials which you are unable to 
è satisfy with materials in your library? Very often. , 


23. How do you handle reference questions which you are unable to answer?Send to State Library for 
information on TWX. We have an excellent Interlibrary Loan system in Ind., 
which also permits us to send to State Lib. Ref.Dept. for assistance. 


24, How often do you refer people to other libraries for materials? Often, as we try to help the 


patron as much as possible & to extend our services beyond the limit- 
ations of our collections. 


+ ' - . 
25. How often do you refer people to other libraries for U.S. government documents? 


Very often- 


26. To which library(ies) do you most often refer people for U.S, government documents? 


Indiana State University 


27. Would a larger U.S. government documents collection enable you to improve service to users? Yes 
a, If so, to what extent would improvements in service result from a larger U.S. 
pevernren’ documents collection? I feel a larger Us Sy Govt. documents 
collection would help improve reference services, whereas now, we have to 
refer patrons to I.S.U.'s Gov’t. Documents area. 


Please attach an additional sheet if needed. Prepared by: Jessie Hord 


Please complete and return to: Helen Q. Schroyer VCPL Reference Librarian 
Documents and Special Collections Librarian Government Documents 
Purdue University Libraries 


West Lafayette, Indiana 47907 July 16, 1975 
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Continued From Page One. 


from nearly $266,700 in 1975 to 
over $491,000. o] 

Total personal services finds; 
go from over $312,000 to over 
-$374.000. 

Contractual services jump: 
| ¡from $51,000 in 1973 to 336,009,| 
i while the supplies budget figure! 
+ ‘remains the same at $22,729. | 

The current charges total 
rises from 1708,000 to 211,000. 
Built into that budget area is a 
jump in the transfer to Impro- 
yement Reserve Fund from 
$85.000 to $120,000. 
|. The properties budget would 
¡go from $105,400 to $114.750. 

The grand totai 1975 budget 
was $891,864 — over $37,000 lesy 
than the 1976 proposal. À 
: Robert M. Miller of Shattuck. 
‘Siewert, and Associates, Inc., ofi 
‘Neehah, Wis., was sebected b 
Í the board to prepare schematics 
for the proposed new library. 

Miller was involved in work 
on the local library” Propnsed' 
Building Statement end he wasi 
selected after a revew al 17 ar- 
chitecturail firms. - fi 

The agreement with Miller! 
calis for a fee of $23,000 for the, 
work dime. If Shattuck is the: 
succesful architect for the pro-; 
ject, the fee for the schematics: 
will be taken off the contract. : 

"This area. came up a Sumber} 
of times with the previcusi 
board.” noted Dunbar, “but 
they always felt that & was pre- 
mature until they found out the 
legal standing of the board.” 

He noted that a juigment 
renedered in a class suit testing 
the legality f the library bad 
resulted im ‘the answer to the 
legal standing.” In a June 2 
ru.ing. which was made part of 
the library -board's minutes. 
determination had been made 
that the board was legal andi 
that it did have the right to tax, 
_ on a county-wide basis. . i 

The hiring of Miller’ repres- 
ented a concrete step toward 
the construction of a ew main 
«library facility on the former 
Witey High School site. 

Miller has served as project. 
architect or consultant for 
libraries for Indama State 
University on both the Ter E 
Haute and Evansville canr| 
puses, Rose-Hulman Institute of; 
Technology, “und other univer-| 
sities , as well as for public! 
library building programs. 


As mored, Dumbaic reported | 
that no regart nad been recelv- | 
ed from the State Bard œ Ac-| 
counts concerning the recent 
examination of library acccunts. 

Fariier this moth the library 
board issued.a statement that | 
discoveries tad been mede in 
early May that possiuie ic- 
regularities might have resulted | 
from alleged misappropriations | 
by a former library emnlbye. | 

Library officials have refused | 
to camment further on. the inci-! 
dent, . t 
| In other business at the Mon- 
| day evenirg mesting: - 
| —Howard received a new two- 
year. comtract. effective- July- + 
with salary provisions effective; 
Jan. 1, 1976. 

—A bid of $555.55 was ac- 
cepted for the old Bockmobile 
from Fred Juris, pending pay- 
ment. 

—Howard explained the -"or- 
bita organization” of th al 
brary, emphasizing the imper- 
tance. of input from all 


the -local brary had been! 
selected for intallation of ter-. 


VCPL staff institute and the 
review cf the Proposed Building 
Statement. > 

Present for the session were 
Dunbar, Mrs. Ethel Bell. Ned 
Bush, Mrs. Carolyn Henscn, 
Mrs. Rosemary Duwelius, and 
David Johnston. George Dunkin 
was absent. 

The next regular meeting will 
be Monday, Aug. 18, at the 
Main Library, 222 N. 7th St., at 
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By WAYNE FERRY 
Tribune Staff Writer 


Appointing .officials. confirmed Wednesday that 
Mrs. Carolyn Henson and Mrs. Ethel Bell would be 
‘reappointed to second terms on the Vigo County Library 
Board. fe i 
| The two women were first appointed last July when 
a new board was formed for the Class-1 library. 

-At that time each received a one-year appointment. 
The reappointments are for four-year terms. 

Judge C. Joseph Anderson, Vigo. Superior Court, 
'Division 111 (County Circuit Court), verified Wednesday 
that he would reappoint Mrs. Bell and that she would 
be sworn into a second term in his chambers on Thurs- 
day, July 10, at 11:30 am. ¿Lp 

Harry Brentlinger, speaking | 
for the Vigo County Commis- | 
sioners. also confirmed that 
Mrs. Henson would be named 
again. She will take the oath 
of office at the same time as 
Mrs. Bell. + '* 
Mrs, Henson, 116 N. 36ta St., 
¡is a past’ president of the 
League of Women Voters and 
has been active in Girl Scout 
programs, ‘She also served on 
ithe Florence Crittenden Board. 
She is married to Dr. Jess, 
Henson, animal nutritionist at 
Commercial Solvents Corpora- 
tion. 
Mrs. Bell, 82 Heritage Drive, 
is an ifistructor in the School of 
Nursing af Indiana State Uni- 
versity. | . 
She is the wife of Dr. Iver- 
son Bell, member of the Vigo 
County School Corporation 
board of trustees and a Terre 
Haute veterinarian. - “ 
On July 15, 1974, the VCSC 
board of trustees, which was at' 
that time also serving as the| 
library Board, moved for the! 
creation of a Class I library: 
from a Class II facility. Thei 
change was made in order to, 
clarify the legal status of the: 
board so that bonding authority 
could be granted for the con- 
struction of a new main library 
facility: | | w A 
With the change to a Class 1 
facility, a new appointed library 
board was necessary... 
According to statute, the Vigo 
County Commissioners were to 
appoint two members, the judge 
of the county court was to ap- 
point three members, and the 
local school boa d was to ap- 
ers. t 
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Although the basic term is for: 
| fout years? the various appoini- 
¡ing- agencies were to. name 
j members for various © te rm, 
lengths so that a staggered’ 
membership” would occur. " 

On July 16, 1974, the cammis- ; 
sioners named Mrs. HeMlon to! 
a one-year term and appointed | 
lArch Dunbar, to a two-year. 
un aaa | 

On the following day Ander-! 
¡son named Mrs. Bell to a.one- | 
¡year term, Dave Johnston to' 
la two-year term, and Ned Bush | 
|Sr. to a three-year term. | 
| The school board, meeting on ' 
¡July 22, 1974, appointed George | 
| Dunkin to a three-year Erm | 
¡and Mrs. Rosemary Duwelius to | 
ja four-year term. | 

In ceremonies on July 24 four | 
of the seven members (Bush. | 
Johnston. Dunkin, and Mrs. Du-! 
welius) took the oath of office. | 
The other three were sworn in 
by. Anderson on July 29. just 
prior to the board's organiza- 
tional mecting. 

During that first session Dun- 
bar was selected board presi- 
dent, Dunkin was named vice 
president. Mrs. Duwelius be-: 
came secretary, and Johnston | 
was elected treasurer. 

Those officers are currently 
serving the board. Ed Howard, | 
library director, notes that the 
board will elect new officers 
during its reguiar meeting in 
August. 
| During the past year the board 
continued to move toward the 
clarification of its legal status. 

Those efforts apparently 
¡came to a climax when Judge! 
Charles. K. McCrory, Vigo 'Su-| 
/periof Court. Division II, re- 
cently gave judgment in a class 
laction suit that tested the 
board's ability to tax county- 
. wide. 
| McCrory ruled in favor of the 
defendant (the library board); 
and stated that the group did) 
have the legal authority to. tax 
throughout Vigo County. That: 
ruling presumably will satisfy | 
the bonding attorney and Allow: 
‘the board to implement its*pro-! 
posed building program when | 
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OATH OF OFFICE — Judge C. Joseph Al 
the oath of office to r 
ees, Mrs. Carolyn 
to four-year terms. (Photo by Kadel). 
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reappointed mem bets; of the Vigo Co: 
K. “Henson (center), and Mrs. Ethel Di 


boot wie E Vain SAR SF | R 
|... Judge. C. Joseph Anderson, 
Vigo Superior. Court, Div. II, 
delivered: the path of office to 
Mrs. Ethel Y 
Carolyn K. | 
menteni of 
jtrustees of 


of e Vigo County 
¿Public Lib; , Thursday 
¡shortly Jelore noon. — — 
f Mrs. Bell was reappointed to 
¡a four-ycamiterm by Judge An. 


¡derson; ang Mrs. Henson to a 
| four-year tepm by the. county 
i commissioners. Beth had been 
named tthe bord for a 1-year 
[term in July, 1974. ` 
' Mrs. Bellis a media coor- 
| dinator nae School of Nursing. 
| Indiana State University. She 
‘holds an M.N. degree from Yale 
(University, and the M.S. degree 
‘from ISU: She and her husband 
Dr. Iverson Bell, reside at 82 
Heritage Dr. Dr. Bell is a 
vetef/narian. and a member of 
the Vigo County Schnal Cor- 
| poration bord of trustees. 
Mrs. Henson has the BS. 
¡degree in ¿hemistry from 
¡Florida State University. and 
was on the: staff of tne 
CAPR E biochemistry department at 
Superior Court, Purdue University before mov- 
Library board ing to Terre Haute. Ske is a 
oth were reap- Jast president of the League of 
ae ¡Women Voters, and served on. 
¡the voard of the Florence Crit- 
¡teniion Home. She anc her bus: 
band, Dr. Jess Henson. reside 
ai 116 N, 36:h St. Dr. Henson 18) 
an anime! nutritionist al Com- 
mercial Solvems Corp. 
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FLORENCE Le BUTTER, and 
BARBARA Ne DAILY, jointly 
and severally for thenselves, 
and for and on behalf of all 
persons similarly situated, 
CAUSE NO» 582-75-79 

DIVISION II 

=~ A / 
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Plaintiffs, 
VS. 


THE VIGO COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY; 
and ETHEL D», BELL; NED A. BUSH; 
-SRe$ ARCH Re DUNBAR; GEORGE Es. 
DUNKIN; ROSEMARY Ke DUWELIVS; 
CAROLYN. Ko HENSON; and DAVID 

Le JOHNSTON, as Trustees, 
constituting the Vigo County 
Public Library Board of Trustees, 


Defendants. 
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Come now the parties by their respective counsel herein, 
and Count I of plaintiffs! Complaint having heretofore been 
dismissed by Order of this Court, and this cause being now at 
issue upon Count II of plaintiffs' Complaint and defendants’ 
Answers thereto heretofore filed, and each of the parties now 
move that this cause be submitted to trial by the Court, trial 
by jury being expressly waived by all parties, and each party 
requests the Court to find the facts specially and to state its 
conclusions of law thereon, which motion and request are now 
sustained by the Court and this cause is now submitted to the 
Court for trial, findings, judgment and decree. 


The Court having heard evidence and the armments of counsal 
and being duly advised in the premises, now makes its Findings 
of Fact and Conclusions of Law as follows, to-wit: 


des SPECTAL FINDINGS OF FACT 


ie The plaintiffs are the class of all rasidents of and 
owners of taxable property located in Vigo County, Indiana, who 
are thereby citizens or taxpayers of the public and mmicipal 
corporation known as the "Vigo County Public Library”, and due 
notice of this action has been given to all members of the class 
in accordance with the prior Order of this Court heretofore. 
entered. 


26 The defendants, Ethel D. Bell, Ned A. Bush, Sr., Arch 
3, Dunbar, George E. Dunkin, Rosemary Ke Duwelius, Carolyn K. 
Henson and David L. Johnston, are the duly appointed members of 
the Library Board of Trustees of defendant, Vigo County Public 
Library, a public and mmicipal corporation. 


ae Before the turn of the last century, the Terre Haute 
City School Board establisned a free public library in tae City 
of Terre Haute, Cowity of Vigo, State of Indiana, and taxes were 
levied on the taxable property in said City for the purpose of 
establishing and maintaining a free public library. 


4, In the first decade of the 1900's, the free public 
Library in commection with the common schools of the City of 
Terre Haute, became known as the "Emeline Fairbanks Memorial 
Library", and said library from its inception until August 3, 
1953, was soverned and operated by the Terre Haute City School 
Board, and taxes for library purposes were levied on the taxable 
property located in the corporate limits of the City of Terre 
Haute. 


S. On or about August 3, 1953,.,tne-Térre Haute Board of 
School Trustees, acting in the capacity as the Library Board of 
the Emeline Fairbanks Library, elected to have the powers enlarged 
with respect to the management, control, financing, issuance of 
bonds and levy of taxes of and for Libraries as are contained and 
emmerated in tha so-called "Public Library Law of 1947", but 
expressly reserved and ratained its status as a Class II library 
as defined in said Public Library Law of 1947, declining to con~- 
vert its status or change its identity; and thereafter, until 
1961, taxes for library purposes continued to be levied only on 
taxable property within the corporate limits of the City of 
Terre Haute. 


6. That pursuant to the so-called "School Corporation Re- 
organization Act of 1959”, all public school districts located in 
Vigo County, Indiana, including the Terre Haute city's school dis- 
trict, reorganized into a consolidated county-wide school corpora”- 
tion with territorial limits extending to the boundaries of Vigo 
County, Indiana, and the governing board of said reorganized school 
corporation became known as the "Board of Trustees of the Vigo 
County School Corporation", and said Board of Trustees commenced 
the administration and operation of the Vigo County School Cor- 
poration on or about January 1, 1961. 


7. Subsequent to said school reorganization, the free 
public library system theretofore administered and operated 
by the City of Terre Haute School Board, was administered and 
operated by the said Board of Trustees of the Vigo County School 
Corporation, and commencing in 1961, and contimuing thereafter 
for every year to and including 1974, upon notice validly given, 
taxes for library purposes were levied by said Board of Trustees 
of the Vigo County School Corporation on all taxable property 
located within Vigo County, including property outside of the 
corporate limits of the City of Terre Haute. 


ips That on or about July 15, 1974, a resolution was duly 

adopted by the Board of School Trustees of the Viso County School 
Corporation, then operating a said Class II public library, to 
convert to a Class I public library, pursuant to the provisions 
of the "Public Library Law of 1947" as thereafter amended and 
supplemented, which resolution established the defendant, the 
"Vigo County Public Library" as a Class I library, and which 
resolution specified and described Vigo County, Indiana, as the 
territorial limits of the library district of said Class I library; 
a copy of said resolution of conversion was duly recorded in the 
¿fice of the Recorder of Vigo County, on or about July 17, 1974, 
less than five (5) days after said resolution was adopted, and a 
copy thereof was filed with the Indiana State Library within fiva 
(5) days of its adoption. 


9, Thereafter on or about August 5, 1974, the newly 
annointed members of the Library Board of said "Vigo County 
Public Library”? directed the advartising of the total operating 
budget for 1973, proposing a levy of taxes therefor against 
all taxable property located in Vigo County, Indiana, and said 
proposed budget was duly advertised as required by law, and there- 
after on or about August 26, 1974, the members of the Library 
Board of said Vigo County Public Library at a public hearing held 
for consideration of said operating budget for 1975, passed a 
resolution accepting said 1975 operating budget proposing the 
levying of taxes against all taxable property located in Vigo 
County, Indiana. 


10. Certificate of the Auditor of Vigo County, Indiana, 
Frank G. Walker, has been filed with this Court disclosing that 
taxes for library purposes has been levied against all taxable 
property located in Vigo County, Indiana, from the year 1961 and. 
every year thereafter to and including 1974, and the facts and 
figures contained in said Certificate of the Auditor af Vigo 
County. are true in every respect. 


11. No legal process was instituted during that period from 
1961 to and including 1974 testing or questioning the right, power 
or authority to levy taxes for library purposes against all tanable 
property located in Vigo County, Indiana. 


12. No citizan or taxpayer of Vigo County, Indiana, appeared 
to protest the proposed levying of taxes against all property 
located in Vigo County, Indiana, by Defendant, the Vigo County 
Public Library, at its public hearing held on August 26, 1974, 
for consideration of the proposed operating budget of said library 
district for 1975, and no citizan or taxpayer of said library dis- 
trict notified the Library Board thereof or any individual Trustee 
defendant of any objections to said proposed budget to be funded 
E tax levy on all taxable proparty located in Vigo County, 
Indiana. 


13. The Vigo County Public Library, Defendant herein, and 
its predecessor operated and administered by the Board of Trustees 
of the Vigo County School Corporation has been administered and 
Operated as a county~wide library since 1961 and thereafter 
A Faa objection from the citizens and taxpayers of Vigo County, 
Indiana. 


14. Since 1961 and thereafter to date, the Vigo County 
Public Library, Defendant herein, as well as the predecessor ` 
library district administered by said Board of Trustees of the 
Vigo County School Corporation, has been and is continuing to 
provide valuable library services to all citizens and taxpayers 
of Vizo County, Indiana, both without and within the corporate 
limits of the City of Terra Haute and residing in Vigo County 
outside of said City, said library services being provided for 
the benefit and use of individuals and groups located throughout 
Vigo County, in the meeting of their educational, informational 
and recreational interests and needs, including but not limited ta 
the following library services, among others: 


(a) Dissemination of knowledge and satisfaction of recrea- 
tional interests by providing raference services, books, audio~ 
visual materials and library materials at library facility sites 
and loaning said materials to (at the present time) over 30,000 


residents of Vigo County, approximately 62% of whom live within 
the City of Terre Haute and approximately 35% of whom Live in 
9 County outside said City. 


(b) Providing a wide range of Library facilities at five 
permanent locations, namely a main library building and facilities 
located at 222 North Seventh Street, Terre Haute, Indiana; one 
branch library located near the east boundary of the City of 
Terre Haute at the Meadows Shopping Center; two branch libraries 
originally established at a time when their locations were outside 
the boundaries of the City of Terre Haute, but now by reason of tha 
extension of said City's boundaries located in said City near the 
north boundary of said City at the Plaza North Shopping Center, and 
in said City near the south boundary of said City at Southland 
Shopping Center respectively; and one branch Library located 
outside of the City of Terre Haute, near its western boundary 
in West Terre Haute, Indiana. Said branch libraries have been 
strategically established in North, South, East and West locations 
to serve and to be convenient for use by all citizens of Vigo 
County wherever they may reside. 


(c) Providing a wide variety of library services through the 
use of the so-called mediamobile, which travels throughout: Vigo 
County oringing library facilities to the very doorsteps of the 
handicapped, the aged, the very young and to persons living inside 
and outside the City of Terre Haute in Vigo County, who find it 
difficuit for one reason or another to travel to the main library 
or one of tha branch libraries. 


(d) Conducting so-called "Story Hour" sessions and other 
children's programs at schools and at various commmity centers 
Located in Vigo County, both within and outside the corporate 
limits of the City of Terre Haute. 


(2) Providing various charitable as well as business groups 
and organizations located throughout Vigo County, both within and 
outside the corporate limits of the City of Terre Haute, on a 
temporary basis with library film, projection equipment, audio- 
visual materials, meeting rooms and reference materials. 


(£) Providing so-called "Book by Mail" services to citizens 
throughout Vigo County, many of whom reside outside of the corporate 
Limits of the City of Terre Haute. 


(3) Mailing informational brochures, pamphlets, leaflets, 
and materials to citizens throughout Vigo County, many of whon 
reside outside of the corporate limits of the City of Terre Haute. 


js 


e The citizens of Vigo County, Indiana, have utilized and 
d the services rendered on a county-wide basis since 1961 


16. Defendant, the Vigo County Public Library, as well as 
its predecessor library district, has relied and does rely upon 
the foregoing in providing said Library services and to contimue 
to provide said library services on a county-wide basis ard in 
proposing to continue levying taxes for library purposes on all 
taxable property located in Vigo County, Indiana, 


CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 


1. Defendant, the Vigo County Public Library, acting by 
and through its Library Board of Trustees, is a de jura public 
and mmicipal corporation validly established and legally 
existing under and by virtue of the "Public Library Law of 1947", 
with all the rights, powers, privileges and duties provided for 
under said "Public Library Law of 1947". 


Ze The territorial limits of the Library district of the 
said Vigo County Public Library are coextensive and coterminous 
with the boundaries of Vigo County, Indiana. 


3. The Library Board of Trustees of the Vigo County Public 
Library has been, and is now, legally constituted as the governing 
body of the Vigo Couty Public Library and is a de jure Library 
Board with all of the rights, powers, privileges and duties 
provided for under said "Public Library Law of 1947". 


4, The Library Board of Trustees of the Vigo County Public 
Library has the legal power and authority to levy taxas for library 
purposes against all taxable property located in Vigo County, 
Indiana, whether Located within or outside of tha corporate limits 
of the City of Terre Haute, and has the power and authority to 
administer and operate a public library on a county-wide basis 
and to do all other things authorized by the Public Library Law of 
1947 as amended or supplemented from time to time as a county-wide: 
library district. 


5. The conversion resolutions and tax levies for library 
purposes hereinbefore referred to are legal and valid enactments 
of the respective governmental Boards adopting the same. 


6. Plaintiffs and each of them are estopped from asserting 
that a county-wide library district does not validly and legally 
exist with full rights, powers and authority in the name of the 
Vigo County Public Library to operate and administer a library 
district and to levy taxes for library purposes against all of 
the taxable property located in Vigo County, Indiana. 


Ye The law is with the Defendants and each of them, and 
against the Plaintiffs and each of them, and judgment should be 
rendered accordingly. 


IT IS, THEREFORE, ORDERED, ADJUDGED AMD DECREED that the 
Plaintiffs take nothing in this cause, that the prayer of 
Plaintiffs for injunction and other relief in the premises is 
Beg denied, and that the Defendants recover their costs 
nerein. 


_ 
Dated this RI Tay of 1975. 


Judge of Superior Court’of Vigo 
County, Division II 
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FLORENCE Le BUTTER, and 
BARBARA Ne DAY, jos Mat ty 
and severally for themselves, 
and for and on behal£ of all 
persons similarly situated, 
CAUSE NO. S2-75-79 


Plaintiffs, DIVISION II 


VS. 


THE VIGO COUNTY PU3LIC LIBRARY; 
and ETHEL D., BELL; NED A. BUSH, 
SRe$ ARCH Re DUNBAR; GEORGE Ea 
DUNKIN; ROSEMARY Ke DUWELIUS$ 
CAROLYN- K». HENSON; and DAVID 

Le JOHNSTON, as Trustees, 
constituting the Vigo County 
Public Library Board of Trustees, 


ra? Nat Sea NZ AA See Sa ad Se a ee ee ee a ee Se” 


Defendants. 


Ma? Yr” 
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Come now tha parties by their respective counsel herein, 
and Count I of plaintiffs’ Complaint having heretofore been 
dismissed by Order of this Court, and this cause being now at 
issue upon Count II of plaintiffs’ Complaint and defendants’ 
Answers thereto heretofore filed, and each of the parties now 
move that this cause be submitted to trial by the Court, trial 
by jury being expressly waived by all parties, and each party 
requests the Court to find the facts specially and to state its 
conclusions of law thereon, which motion and request are now 
sustained by the Court and this cause is now submitted to the 
Court for trial, findings, judgment and decree. 


The Court having heard evidence and the armments of counsel 
and being duly advised in the premises, now makes its Findings 
of Fact and Conclusions of Law as follows, to-wit: 


SPECIAL FINDINGS OF FACT 


l. The plaintiffs are the class of all residents of and 
owmmers of taxable property located in Vigo County, Indiana, whe 
are thereby citizens or taxpayers of the public and municipal 
corporation krown as the "Vigo County Public Library”, and due 
notice of this action has been given to all members of the cla3s 
in accordance with the prior Order of this Court heretofore 
entered. 


Ze The defendants, Ethel D. Bell, Ned A. Bush, Sr., Arch 
Re Dunbar, George E., Dunkin, Rosemary K. Duwellius, Carolyn K. 
denson and David L. Johnston, are the duly appointed members of 
the Library Board of Trustees of defendant, Vigo County Publice 
Library, a public and municipal corporation. 


i irs Fil ENC 
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Jugo County Public Libraly 


Hr.» 


Ja Before the tien of the last century, the Terre Haute 
City School Board establisned a free public library in tae City 
of Terre Haute, County of Vigo, State of Indiana, and taxes were 


leyied on the taxable property in said City for the purpose of 
establishing and maintaining a free public library. 


4, In the first decade of the 1900's, the free public 
library in commection with the common schools of the City of 
Terre Haute, became known as the "Emeline Fairbanks Memorial 
Library", and said library from its inception until August 3, 
1953, was governed and operated by the Terre Haute City School 
Board, and taxes for library purposes were levied on the taxable 
property located in the corporate limits of the City of Terre 
Haute. 


5. On or about August 3, 1953,,the:Térre Haute Board of 
School Trusteas, acting in the capacity as the Library Board of 
the Emelina Fairbanks Library, elected to have the powers enlarged 
with respect to the management, control, financing, issuance of 
bonds and levy of taxes of and for libraries as are contained and 
emumerated in the so-called "Public Library Law of 1947", but 
expressly reserved and retained its status as a Class II library 
as defined in said Public Library Law of 1947, declining to con- 
vert its status or change its identity; and thereafter, until 
1961, taxes for library purposes continued to be levied only on 
taxable property within the corporate limits of the City of 
Terre Haute. | 


6. That pursuant to the so-called "School Corporation Re= 
organization Act of 1959", all public school districts located in 
Vigo County, Indiana, including the Terre Haute city's school dis- 
trict, reorganized into a consolidated county-wide school corpora- 
tion with territorial limits extending to the boundaries of Vigo 
County, Indiana, and the governing board of said reorganized scheal 
corporation became known as the "Board of Trustees of the Vigo 
County School Corporation", and said Board of Trustees commenced 
the administration and operation of the Vigo County School Cor= 
poration on or about January 1, 1961. 


7. Subsequent to said school reorganization, the free 
public library system theretofore administered and operated 
by the City of Terre Haute School Board, was administered and 
operated by the said Board of Trustees of the Vigo County School 
Corporation, and commencing in 1951, and continuing thereafter 
for every year to and including 1974, upon notice validly given, 
taxes for library purposes were levied by said Board of Trustees 
of the Vigo County School Corporation on all taxable property 
located within Vigo County, including property outside*of the 
corporate limits of the Citv of Terre Haute. 


3. That on or about July 15, 1974, a resolution was duly 
adopted by the Board of School Trustees of the Vigo County School 
Comsoracion; Given fooseat ing sapseid Class Ti jouplie-Piorary,*'toe 
convert to a Class I public library, pursuant to the provisions 

of tne "Public Library Law of 1947" as thereafter amended and 
supplemented, which resolution established the defendant, the 

"Figo County Public Library" as a Class 1 Library, and which 
resolution specified and described Vigo County, Indiana, as the 
Cerritoriaks limits cob tne: libmary district offsaid: Glass 1 Library; 
a copy of said resolution of conversion was duly recorded in the 
Office of the Recorder of Vigo County, on or about July 17, 1974, 
less than five (5) days after said resolution was adopted, and a 
copy thereof was filed with the Indiana State Library within fiva 
(5) days of its adoption. 


9, Thereafter on or about August 5, 1974, the newly 
appointed members of the Library Board of said "Vigo County 
Public Library” directed the advartising of tha total operating 
budget for 1975, proposing a levy of taxes therefor against 
all taxable property located in Vigo County, Indiana, “and said 
proposed budget was duly advertised as required by law, and there- 
after on or about August 26, 1974, the members of the Library 
Board of said Vigo County Public Library at a public hearing held 
for consideration of said operating budget for 1975, passed a 
resolution accepting said 1975 operating budget proposing the 
levying of taxes against all taxable property located in Vigo 


County, Indiana. 


19. Certificate of the Auditor of Vigo Caunty, Indiana, 
Frank G. Walker, has been filed with this Court disclosing that 
taxes for library purposes has been levied against all taxable 
property located in Vigo County, Indiana, from the year 1961 and 
every year thereafter to and including 1974, and the facts and 
figures contained in said Certificate of the Auditor af Vigo 
County are true in every respect. 


Ll. No legal process was instituted during that period from 
1961 to and including 1974 testing or questioning the right, power 
or authority to levy taxes for library purposes against all taxable 
property located in Vige County, Indiana. 


12. No cítizan or taxpayer of Vígo County, Indiana, appeared 
to protest the proposed levying of taxes against all property 
located in Vigo County, Indiana, by Defendant, the Vigo County 
Public Library, at its public hearing held on August 26, 1974, 
for consideration of the proposed operating budget of said library 
district for 1975, and no citizen or taxpayer of said library dis- 
trict notified the Library Board thereof or any individual Trustee 
defendant of any objections to said proposed budget to be funded 
by a tax levy on all taxable proparty located in Vigo County, 
Indiana. 


13. The Vigo County Public Library, Defendant herein, and 
its predecessor operated and administered by the Board of Trustees 
of the Vigo County School Corporation has been administered and 
operated as a county~wide library since 1961 and thereafter 
without objection from the citizens and taxpayers of Vigo County, 
Indiana. 


14. Since 1961 and thereafter to date, the Vigo County 
Public Library, Defendant herein, as well as the predecessor 
library district administered by said Board of Trustees of the 
Vigo County School Corporation, has been and is continuing to 
provide valuable library services to ail citizens and taxpayers 
of Vigo County, Indiana, both without and within the corporate 
limits of the Gity of Terre Haute and residing in Vigo County 
outside of said City, said library sarvices being provided for 
the benefit and use of individuais and groups located throughout 
Vigo County, in the meeting of their educational, informational 
and recreational interests and needs, including but not Limited to 
the following library services, among others: 


(a) Dissemination of knowledge and satisfaction of recrea- 
tional interests by providing reference services, books, audio- 
visual materials and library materials at library facility sites 
and loaning said materials to (at the present time) over 30,000 


residents of Vigo County, approximately 62% of whom live within 
the City of Terre Haute and approximately 35% of whom live in 
Vigo County’ outside sate city. 


(b) Providing a wide range of library facilities at five 
permanent locations, namely a main library building and facilities 
located at 222 North Seventn Street, Terre Haute, Indiana; one 
branch library located near the east boundary of the City of 
Terre Haute at the Meadows Shopping Center; two branch libraries 
originally established at a time when their locations were outside 
the boundaries of the City of Terre Haute, but now by reason of the 
extension of said City's boundaries located in said City near the 
north boundary of said City at the Plaza North Shopping Center, and 
in said City near the south boundary of said City at Southland 
Shopping Center respectively; and ona branch library located 
outside of the City of Terre Haute, near its western boundary 
in West Terre Haute, Indiana. Said branch libraries have been 
strategically established in North, South, East and West locations 
to serve and to be convenient for use by all citizens of Vigo 
County wherever they may reside. 


(c) Providing a wide variety of library services through the 
use of the so-called mediamobile, which travels throughout: Vigo 
County bringing library facilities to the very doorsteps of the 
nandicapped, the aged, the very young and to persons living inside 
and outside the City of Terre Haute in Vigo County, who find it 
difficult for one reason or another to travel to the main library 
or one of the branch libraries. 


(d) Conducting so-calied "Story Hour" sessions and other 
children's programs at schools and at various commmity centers 
located in Vigo County, both within and outside the corporate 
limits of the City of Terre Haute. 


(e) Providing various charitable as well as business groups 
and organizations located throughout Vigo County, both within and 
outside the corporate limits of the City of Terre Haute, on a 
temporary basis with library film, projection equipment, audio- 
visual materials, meeting rooms and reference materials. 


(£) Providing so-called "Book by Mail" services to citizens 
throughout Vigo Coumty, many of whom reside outside of the corporate 
limits of the City of Terre Haute. 


(3) Mailing informational brochures, pamphlets, leaflets, 
and materials to citizens throughout Vigo County, many of whom 
reside outside of the corporate limits of the City of Terre Haute. | 


s of Vigo County, Indiana, have utilized and 


de) nenei tize 
i rendered on a county vida basis since 1961 


accepted the serv 
to date. 


a, 


16. Defendant, the Vigo County Public Library, as well as 
its predecessor library district, has relied and does rely upon 
the foregoing in providing said Library services and to continue 
to provide said library services on a county~wide basis ard in 
proposing to continue levying taxes for library purposes on all 
taxable property located in Viso County, Indiana, 


is Defendant, che Vigo County Public Library? acting by 
and through its Library Board of Trustees, is a de jure public 
and municipal corporation validly established and legally 
existing under and by virtue of the "Public Library Law of 1947", 
with all the rights, powers, privileges and duties provided for 
under said "Publie Library Law of 1947", 


ae The territorial Limits of the Library district of the 
said Vigo County Public Library are coextensive and coterminous 
with the boundaries of Vigo County, Indiana. 


3. The Library Board of Trustees of the Vigo County Public 
Library has been, and is now, legally constituted as the governing 
bedy of the Vige County Public Library and is a de jure Library 
Board with all of the rights, powers, privileges and duties 
provided for undar said "Public Library Law of 1947", 


4. The Library Board of Trustees of the Vigo County Public 
Library has tha legal power and authority to Levy taxes for library 
purposes against all taxable property located in Vigo County, 
Indiana, whether located within or outside of tha corporate Limits 
of the City of Terre Haute, and has the power and authority to 
administer and operate a public library on a county-wide basis 
and to do all other things authorized by the Public Library Law of 
1947 as amended or supplemented from time to time as a county-wide 
library district. 


5. The conversion resolutions and tax levies for library 
purposes hereinbefore referred to are legal and valid enactments 
of the respective governmental Boards adopting the same. 


6. Plaintiffs and each of them are estapped from asserting 
that a county-wide library district does not validly and legally 
exist with full rights, powers and authority in the name of the 
Vigo County Public Library to operate and administer a library 
district and to levy taxes for library purposes against all of 
the taxable property located in Vigo County, Indiana. 


7. The law is with the Defendants and each of them, and 
against the Plaintiffs and each of them, and judgment should be 
rendered accordingly. 


IT IS, THEREFORE, ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that the 
Plaintiffs take nothing in this cause, that the prayar of 
Plaintiffs for injunction and other relief in the premises is 
hereby denied, and that the Defendants recover their costs 
herein. 


Dated this 27 Tay of AE 1975. 


Judge Judge of Superior Court” of Vigo Superior Courtvof Vigo 
County, Division II 


SIN. 68 | 


Star Staff Writer 


“Libraries are ‘not made; 


they grow” 


—Augustine Birrell (1850-1933) 

When*was the last time you 
sat back and really thought 
about what your library does 


for you? 


It's not a bleak stone struc- 

_ ture with four gray walls and 
‘dreary atmosphere. It isn't a 
place used to house scholarly 


S JAN 26 1978 


In an interview with The Star, 
Howard took time from a busy 
schedule to formulate what 
could be called a modern look at 
library functions. He feels some 
persons have a misconception 
about the purpose of a,library, 
thus the institution can not 
fulfill community needs to the 
best of its ability Howard 
| strongly feels libraries should 
| make an unaborted effort to 
touch the lives of its sup 

+ porters—the taxpayers. 
“Its hard for librarians to 
t accept that things we do inside 
really don’t count unless some 
direct contact: is made with 
somebody outside the system,” 
Howard explained. 

Howard mentioned several 
types of public contact. “A 
person goes lo theslibrary and 
receives something uses the 
facilities in some way Another 
¡form the staff sends 
something out or. occasionally. 
goes out ` 

Public contact is important to 
Howard and the library staff 


essays or materials designed 
to meet needs of intellectuals 
only Quite the contrary. 

Today's libraries are fast 
becoming known as information 
centers, or, if you like, working 
units for patrons. Vigo County 
Public Library Director_ Ed 
Howard says each library must 
strive to maintain that image 
and make a concentrated effort 
to fulfill a community's 
changing needs. 
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“We make adjustments from| in the best interest of the dérstand a very, nied complex 


feedback We like to provide 
people what they want, not what 


community achieve, in ) the | 


eyes of the taxpayer, the 


we think they should have We greatest possible benefit.” 


try to get the most for our tax 
dollars.” 

Tax dollars, 
citizens, supplies almost all 
input into the library ` “Input 
into a library can be compared 
with a number of things" 
Howard used a common toaster 
as an example 

“A toaster 1s plugged in and 
receives input in the form of 
electricity and the output is in 
the form of toast If the setting 
is right you get the kind of toast 
that pleases you. You get 
exactly what you want 

“Input into a library as an 
information. system comes 
principally from tax be 
public funds We. iffer, 
other tax- -suppórte rograms 
federal support. or revenue 
sharing. It comes almost en-| 
tirely from local citizens We| 


use the input to produce output 


DO NOT CIRCULATE 


from local} 


priority problems.” 
from| noted One example cited by the 
‘local director was the ef rt put | 
We get no state support and no} forth’ by. Group Ser z 
obtain information designed to 


“CPL differs from most 
libraries 
Howard said. “We deemphasize 
print forms and look at the total 
spectrum — paintings, slides, 
cassette tapes, films and micro- 
film_Even.more dramatic than 
that is the Aibareness that a 
user can’t use these if he or she 
doesn’t have the equipment to 


in one respect, 


go with it We have some 
equipment for use ” 
Howard said the local staff is 


constantly on the prowl for’ 


specialized data to keep with 
up-to-date trends and modern 
ideas “We try to determine 
major areas of concern. highest 
Howard 


ces t 
| give persons “a thorough 


knowledge of. drug problems. 
“We tried to help people un- 


problem, a highly specialized 
area" 

Another technical area 
Howard pointed to 1s crime 
“We ask ourselves, ‘What ts this 
system doing to promote an 
understanding of crime and 
resolve it in this community?’ ** 
Howard added, **If we can help 
another organization achieve 
its goals, its purposes , then 
our output is magnified a 
thousand-fold * 

“Citizens feel a real need for 
an understanding of things that 
effect everday life,” Howard 
said He pointed to unem- 
ployment, drugs, crime. family 
life structure and consumer 
education as key ‘topics 

“We have to create- an 
awareness of the value and 
enjoyment of library services.” 


| he said Two ways of measuring 
performance are customer 


Satisfaction and public opinion 
and the challenge to see if an 
increase of output can be 
realized with the same number 


library conscious 
has developed ie 
iB it _ considerable 
mn 1 ae one I'm 
very | proud. to be associated 
nth Many familhes ın this 
con m unity have one or both 
rents - connected with 
jucation. They ‘are apt to 
r ‘support or use a library 
ES a family 

‘Our image should change | 
with the. new library to better 
_emphasize | our programs ` TLA 


VCPL Mediamobile 
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By DAVE COX 
Star Staff Writer 


Frontier peddlers made their 
livelyhood by traveling from 
place to place selling their 
wares. They displayed a sundry 
of items for persons:to examine 


onthe wagon they wheeled into 
town... 


Some of that American 
heritage is relived almost daily 
when Eis deo County, Public 
Library Mediamubile makes 
stops along a well-planned route 
throughout the county. The big 
seven-and-a-half-ton truck 
displays items of interest to 
persons who don't have the 
opportunity to visit regular 
libraries. 

Just as frontiersmen and 
women scurried to the peddler's 
wagon for their needs, library 
patrons Scramble to the 
Mediamobile when it journeys 
to Vigo County rural areas and 
other neighborhood service 
centers. 

The analogy between the 
Mediamobile and frontier 
peddlers isn't meant to be 
derogatory, rather 
complimentary. The truck, 
loaded with records, books, 
films. cassettes and other 
availabieitems, hardly pulls to 
a stop al a charted location 
before patrons climb aboard to 
look for items to satisfy 
curiosity or enhance 
knowledge. 

The Mediamobile. with a staff 
of librarian Mrs. Betty Dodson, 
driver Kenny Smith and media 
technician Ms. Karen Bock. 
recently made its bi-weekly trip 
to Prairie Creek and 
Youngstown Manor and patrons 
were anxiously waiting for the 
visit. . 

Mrs. Grace Piety of Prairie 
Creek, now unable to make her 
way to the Mediamobile when it 
parks in the business, district 
because of an injury. doesn't 
have to go without its services. 


On the way to its usual stop the 
Mediamobile trave by Mrs. 
Piety's home and ‘leaves 


— o 


DO 
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large-print books with her 
“People sure are interested in 
it,'? she said about the 
Mediamobile program. She said 
she likes love stories and looks 
forward to receiving new ones 
eachtrip. 

Mrs. Piety had a chance to 


return a good deed to the! 


library staff. Two weeks ago the 
Mediamobile had to cancel a 
scheduled trip because of bad 


weather. Mrs. Dodson and her | 


staff contacted Mrs. Piety and 
the Prairie Creek senior citizen 
telephoned friends and 
neighbors to inform them the 
portable library wouldn't 
attempt the journey. It was 
evident patrons missed the 
chance to browse through 


materials. i 
“It's so nice tor them to bring 


books to me. I appreciate it very 
much,” Mrs. Heien Liston said. 
“I’ve never heard any 
complaints about service or 
anything. Its a mighty nice 
thing to have. The only 
disappointment I have is not 
getting the chance to read as 
much as I would like.’ Her 
latter statement was echoed by 
nearly everyone quizzed by The 
Star. 


Mrs. Barbara Myers said she | 
visits the Mediamobile “about | 


every time it comes” to Prairie 
Creek. She said she dosen't get 
a chance to visit libraries very 
often. 


armload of books on the 
counter. “And ] know they want 
me to come back." 

Mrs. Hunt added. “I don't 
read for knowledge. I read for 
pasttime. My husband passed 
away last July and I'm retired. 
It’s (the Mediamobile) has been 
a God-send for me. ` 

Attitudes toward the 
Mediamobile at Youngstown 
Manor were the same. “We're 
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very privileged to have this. It's 
something that shouldn't be 
taken for granted We've never 
lived where a library brought 
books to us before.” explained 
Mrs. Joan Pluta whose sons 
frequent the Mediamobiic 
regularly z 

The program has been a big 
investment for the VCPL. but 
¡staff members feel it has been 
¡ worthwhile. $ 


i . 
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Mrs. Dodson is in charge of 
have 


aiding patrons when they 
¡trouble finding somethir 
advising them what 
when they areafter ii 
about a certain subje 

Ms. Bock checks books out 
and is in charge Of taking 
reservations for popular books. 
“I enjoy getting books for 
people. They really appreciate 
| it.” she said “We have a lot of 
requests every time we go out 
for best sellers or something 
people have heard about. If | 
make a mistake they don't 
makea big deal about it ` 

And Smith ts the engineer He 
handles books and other items 
returned to the Mediamobile by 
patrons and drives the ng. 
which was purchased last year 
į for nearly $35.000 

Not onty does the 
Mediamobile visit rural areas. 
ibut “it also travels to lesser 
| privileged or somewhat isolated 
areas within Terre Haute city 


s and specific 
Ac py of the 
obtained al the 


eobtai 


| library as 

Mrs. Dodson emphasized the 
point thai the Mediamobile 
dosen't carry 0 y books. Also 


i games, records, cassette tapes. 
| paperback novels and 


as 50 youngsters inside the 
truck: e 


available is viewmaster slides, | 


{numerous other. items. The | 
Mediamobile staff fgealso been | 
| known toshow a film oas many 


Vigo County Public Library 
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OFFERING WELCOME ADVICE — Vigo County Public Library Mediamobile Librarian Mrs. 
Betty Dodson is kept busy hy patrons young and old alike at all stops along the Media mobile 
route. The truck. which offers numerous items in addition to its traditional book lending ser- 
vices, tours various isolated and underprivileged areas in the county and numerous neigh- 
horhood centers in Terre Haute. (Photo by Kadel) S FEB 41976 


“aie ey a : . Š 
ORROWED ITEMS — A flock of youngsters returned borrowed books and other 
y obtained at the Vigo County Public Library Mediamobile on a trip to Youngstown 
river K mith checks in returned books and Dirk DeWitt. Charlene DeWitt, Lori 
tkept him plenty busy (Photo by Kadel) 6 FEB 41976 


THURSDAY, MARCH 18, 1976 


RUSSIAN ENCYCLOPEDIAS — The first nine volumes of a 30-volume set of the “Great Soviet 


Encyclopedia” in English have been received for processing by the Vigo County Public Library. 
The complete set was presented by George Foulkes, WAAC Radio president and general 
manager. Publication of the English translation of the Russian language is being done on a 
five-volume per year basis. At the presentation were, from left, Burch Harlan, Vigo county 
farmer and community leader who has visited the Soviet Union; Arch Dunbar, VCPL board 


president; Foulkes, and Ed Howard, VCPL director. z 1 MAR 423 1976 
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, Vigo’ ob MAB. 1.3, 1078 
Director Edward N. Howard 
announced Thursday the 
library has received nine 
yolumes of, the 30-volume 
"Great Soviet Encyclopedia.” 
The volumes are currently} 
being processed for use by 
VCPL patrons. ©. et 


| <The complete set, written in 


English, has been an to 
VCPL in behalf of WAAC radio 
by station president and 
manager George 
Foulkes. D $: 
Publication of the English 
translation of the’ Russian‘ 
language “Bol'shaia Sovetskaia | 
Entsiklopediia”” by Macmillan 
Publishing Company is being 
done on a five-volume-per-year 
basis. Howard said the WAAC 
gift includes automatic ship- 
ment to VCPL of all volumes as ' 
they are published, including | 
indexes for eách five volumes. | 


The “Great ¿Soviet En- 
cyclopaedia” has been! 
described by The New York 
Times as “an outstanding 
project that allows the non- 
Russian reader access for the 
first time to a vast amount of 


+ material on the Soviet Union, its 


| peoples, 


institutions and 


| philosophy.” It is the major i 


reference work in the Soviet |! 
Union, covering current! 
developments in Soviet science, | 
military affairs, social 


scineces, technology, trade, 
agriculture and other areas. 
Examining the work from a 
community viewpoint at the 
time of presentation, Burch 
Harlan, Vigo County farmer 
and community leader who has 
visited the Soviet Union, said, 


““The major value of the en- 


cyclopaedia is that it reflects 
the Soviet views. It is a primary 


source from which readers can | 


gain an understanding of the 


current thinking and the culture | 


of the Soviet Union.” 
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"By WAYNE PERRY 
> Tribune Staft Writer- 


Permission to advertise the 1977 
budget for the Vigo County Public 
Library will be considered by the library 
board during its Monday evening ses- 
sion, July 19. * 

The session will mark the first public 
elease of budget information for the 


= 


terms by Judge C.. Joseph Anderson, 
Vigo Circuit 
Dunbar and Jot were recently 
re-appointed to ful and were ad- 
¡ire P the oath of office on Friday, 
y 9 
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Board to Detail Budget 
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the 1977 A pa be e eee under 
new business by the library board. 


Thé 1976 budget for the VCPL system 
is $078,904. The budgetary limit for the 
library system is determined by a re 
maximum tax rate of 37 cents" 
hundred assessed valuation. . 


The 1975 budget for the public library 
was $801,964, While the 1974 figure. was 
$042,388. ls . > 


If the percen 
continues yee q ap 
from 1974 to 1975 or the 9.8 per cent from 
1975 to 1978, the advertised budget for | 
1977 would be between $1,036,000 and 
$1,075,980. 


However, it is difficult to speculate on 


what budgetary suggestions will be 
- made by the library administration. ~ 


e 
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Following the authorization to adver- Johnston, rea of the library 


tise the budget, the li will boardandassistantwice pregigent of the . 
conduct a public hea proposed Terre Haute First Nationa ha 
-1977 funding figure in al also been appointed to a two-year ter 

the budget will presumably be A: 
ob oy s oval original appointment a and his re- 


intment to a full four-year term EA 
Judge Anderson. ha 


, ria 
`> Other business during thêfscheduled 
- library board meeting, which will begin 


As part of the director's ‘report note aoth 
will probably be made of the reappoint- ` 
ment,of Dunbar and sommen, 


Dunbar, pres ant of the library at 8 p. e Emeline. Fairbanks 
and and. pesine of Wabash Fo Memorial Library Building, 22 N 7th 
an 38 


as St., includes consideration of renewal of 

=a ted-to-a~twoyear ~ the Southland Branch Library lease and — 

by the so County. Content action on the renewal of the. library 
when the new treasurer's public official y ek it 


Class 


sr ral : 
SS man for a fall for rest Saori: 
Py ee or othe LUPO year. oq = 
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| cent frozen tax levy per hund 


,VCPL assista 


DOE?! 1 f 
_ By WAYNE PERRY 
i Tribu ne Staff Writer 


For the first-time in its history thane 
Vigo County,Public Library will adver- 7395 
lise for an operating bude of more thapa 


$1 million. | 2 


Approval: to A the"1977 budget. 
which» totals $1,019,594. was given.“ 


unanimously by the Vigo ibra ry 
Board Monday evening. . 

'A public hearing on the budget Was set Y 
for Monday... Aug. 16. Officers of the. 


library board for 1976-77 wi 1 also be vail’ The third a qe 


if pe 
“The 1977 budget proposal represents a x ‘budgeted’ or K. k 


“41 per, cent. i increase, over. the. e. 994 13 Mes Martin hol 


“was largely a res 
 «tor-paper and yopihy 


_ chosen during that session. ,. 


“libra ary operating cost for 1976., 

The ‘atta percentage increase is 
* ‘smaller tl e 5.9 per cent jump | D from 
, 1974 tol the 9. per cen ng from 
t1975 to 1 vet #8 s i 

According. ¿lo Mrs! Betty Martin, 

t director who presented 


the b idget, in “the absence of VCP 
Directo d Howard. the tot ating 
budget. ure should approxima o the 37 


assessed; Valuation under wit f 
library must, operate. e 

The library budget is dividedinto five 
areas—services personal, services. con- 
tractual, supplies, current charges and 
properties. 


16,4 ES y ES pol se: A > a i 
1 or" 7? ph 
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dy, wage tor part- time VO 


| ingaingeting:™ 


eto 
si. Al VA 
ont apar tol R 
1A eco 
art N SW. Alira 


a Me 1977 budget proposal for Services” 
er 


sonal. which«includes' most Salaries. < 
“totals $624.705 and 'is'8.8 per cent higher 7 
than, ast year. Llib ay 
Most staif salaries will į pore ase seven , 
per cent under the proposa he hour“ 
y g will go 
fre om. $2. 20 to $2.30. 
Services contra AU, which’ includes 
mostY fixed, costs Ss hg utilities, 
repairs: transportation : 
totals $60.964 fo 
last year of 8.) “pe 


=year: 


- The current charges a 
; tor 1977, totaled $ 34. 
cent-from last,ygal al a eres 
Un Cy n-that area was. 
caused.by a deere ase. it a the transfer to, 
imprayement Reserve Fund fromad976- 
‘aan $120 £000 0.58, proposed# 1977 
f $32. 300. vasito i ee E 


Meme Martin said the decrease» was y! 
possible because of the building program 
thatthe library is undertaking and the 
resi decline in the need for-capital 
ex tuñesifout of “the” ee 


bu 

teh tinal budget ria: eres 
showsia 46.9 per cent increase over last 
year to $168.564 for 1977. "| 

-The,major increases'in that drea are 
tor. ¿equipment (up from $11.500 to — 
$44,344) and library materials (up from 
$102,850 to $168,564). 

¡Atlached as a“ Vete item to a 


| budgstis debt’ ay ment for bonds, sho 


ing» $387.949 * fiyable for June and 

December. 1977,#and $88.482 payable for” 

oer? The total bond and redemp- 
fund represents * an estimated at 


‘cate 
other busitiess atthe e Monday even: | 
» (The ine ah ap 


of.Birlease for pitt 

Library wis Was 
Building Corp ee j 

¡Ea! tora $ 

roper 

$750 re 


roved the renewal 


_five-year 
4 month 
ree years 


or thet 
Fh tor i next two | 


MILLION-DOLLAR BUDGET PROPOSED = 
proved Monday night the advertising of'a bud 
Reviewing the proposal are Mrs. Betty Martin, 


76 
The Vigo County Libra Board ap: 


get in excess of $1 million tor 1977, 
Vigo County Public Library assistant 


- director; ‘Arch’ Dunbar, library board'' president and David Johnston, library 
treasurer. Both Dunbar and Johnston were recently reappointed for tour-year terms. 


on the library. board. Ait ong 
po , 


UB a Ss Pos Bb gon Ella. bes 
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Vig oi » Boo 
Co e 


“When the Vi o Count Bis 
a Fa in 
th American. Library As- 

ato Centennial 

ence ‘recently in 
| Ghea go: the ' ‘biggest hit” at 
then se was the VCPL 
| Mediamobile. according to 
Library. Director Ed Howard. 

Howard. who served as a 
| ceang leader for four sessions 
during the ALA conference in 
late Julv. notes that 17 staff 
members of the local library, 
system attended some part of | 
the conference. which at- 
‘tracted over 12,000 librarians 
(trom: throughout the nation. 

ne of the biggest things 
that” impressed’ me; Howard 
noted, “was the hit that our 

Mediamobile was during the: 
y obile Round- Up. on July, 

Grant Park.” 

“i 10 “bookmobiles * par- 
‘ticipated in the event. with 
most ot those from the im- 
mediate Chicago area. 

Terre, Haute's entry in the 


ro d-up came from the 

far est distance. and, was 

‘repo tediv the n Popular. 

_ Betty Dodson, Mediamobile 
rian. notes that 
there near 1.000 ALA 
ers and families visited 


ediamobile” during the 

hours that it “e oe on 

Me 2) 
She adds. 

“Visitors liked the lightness 
_and brightness of the interior of 
| our vehicle. They .liked the 
! storage cabinets for “screens” 


monity Affalrs Fi lo; 
rence A 


4 film. 


kmo 


è 


ret we gti 
new. mate o ds for the 
event. 4 


e We were to have 
left 2, :30 (p.m.). we 
could not p away because of 
the number of interested 


viewers. Many jotted down 
notes rapidly as we gave ourin- 
formation. 1 am sure librarians 
from all over the country got 
ideas tor upgrading existing 
bookmobiles or for planning 
new ones. Yes, once more the 
Vigo County ` Public Library 
scored a hit.” i 

Karen Bock. “Mediamobile 
technician, and Kenneth Smith. 
driver for the vehicle. also as- 
sisted during ee ALA con- 
ference. < 

The Mediamobile operates on 
regular s stops throughout the 
county four days each week and 
uses-the fifth weekday to ex- 
change materials at other in- 
stitutions in the community. 

The vehicle, carries audio 
tapes. books (including paper- 
backs». filmstrips. games. 
magazines 8 mm film, 16 mm 
records) prints. slides. 


ViewMaster sl des, projectors. 

tape playe ape recorders. 

record players. eens and 
ed | videotape ec pment ve? 
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| other equipment. . the RE 
cial) window f feature, the O y A 
ip steps, and. of „course, N O T "TEA 
bil une. 4% Cl ; -& 


5 NOTICE 10 TAXPAYERS OF TAX LEVIES RNE 
In the Matter of Determining the Tax Rates tor certain Purposes by the Library ne 
¡E Board of Vigo County. Indiana pee 

| Notice is hereby given the taxpayers of Vigo County, Indiana, that the proper my: 


` officers of said municipality, at their regular meeting places E the La day ot el 
+1) 1976, will consider the following budget: Be 
Y BUDGETCLASSIFICATION' brar 
LIBRARY OPERATING FUND os E 
1 Service Personal. ......... $ òn. 
12 Services Contractual ....... 60,964 BOND AND Pence 
@ Supplies A ON) 28,129 REDEMPTION FUND: 
A. Materials .......-6..., Loz 6. Current Obligations aiai 
5 CurrentCharges ...... 137,232 8. DebtPayment...... ts sae «05 387,949 
& Current Obligations. ....0..5 —0— Total Bond and Dee gs { 
7 Properties LL 168,564 Redemption Fund ss. ..:.... $. 387,949 , 
8. Debt Payment .......... a de A 0 
TotabLibrary Operating Fund; $1,019,594" ı op A wot usa 4 
IMATE OF FUNDS TOBE RAISED 19 MARIA BO E he 
A E TIRED POR EXPENSES TO DEC. 3) + | { 2 
e YEAR e: Lilirary © «Bondand 
iy ; Operating Interest 
7 . Epia nbs o y Fund Redemption < 
Be. g s : ; 35 E | Fund’ 
1, Total budget estimate for incoming year, Jan. 1 4 : 
f to Dec. 31, 1977, inclusive see ee 9 $1,019,594 $ 387,949 
2 Necessary expenditures. July 1 to Dec. 31 of present 7 4 
Io year, to be made from appropriations unexpended ...... ` 561,238 -0— 
_ 3 Additional appropriations to be made July 1 to Dec. ` 
e 31 of present year .... Pigo 22,080 —— 
4. Outstanding temporary loans to be paid before Dec. 
31 of present vear (Not included in lines 2 or 3) ry, DB 


Pa 
w 


Total Funds Required (Add Lines 1, 2, 3, and 4) ......... $1, 602, at $ 387,949 
UNDSONHANDANDTOBE RECEIVED FROM honk à 


+ 
SOURCES OTHER THAN PROPOSED TAX LEVY, $ r K 
6. Actual balance, June 30th of present year o 00a... 237.938; 9 $1,77 stan 
7 Taxes ta be collected, present year (Dec. Settlement) . 399,553 Ray, vad K 7 
8. Miscellaneous revenue to be received July 1of FRF ' > 
AN present yeas to Dec PR mins year —Schedules on 4 A 
ile $ i A 
i a ‘Special takes IEA AMO ea, a ee 122,974 irre we je 
we b. Allotherrevenue..............;..... J 26,970 $ Sal tA 
19 Total Funds (Add Lines 6, 7, 8a, and Bb)... ........... 787,435. pon Ka 
10. NET AMOUNT REQUIRED TO GE RAISED FOR > ON 
§ EXPENSETODEC 310F INCOMING YEAR AMO es 
>. (Deductiine9fromiineS = as a o aa 815,477 4 42 
pt Operating Balance (Not in excess ofexpenses from Jan, 1, q mao E ed 
Ad io Pt pde PA e AE same period ...... ere aes | TY | ne ae a ¿39 
Pe ‘AMOUNT TO BE RAISED BY TAX LEVY ; at > 4 
| (Addiines 10and11) |. ah A $ | 889,924 pr 40461 a, 
: i A a LEVIES LAR A 7 
Net Taxable Property ........ Pix SEE, a ea Vi se ish AA NR $240.515,210 d 4 
~ FUNDS ees ; Levy on Amountto 


Library Operating............ AS ‘ 


ee Be Raised , 
Bond and interesi edemas 


889,924, 
¥ 


464,661 — 
A AR de > ESPA ss eben ety hanes Edi AL ae $1 pá 
> 7 COMPARATIVE ee MENE oF TAXES COLLECTED | ast 4 
COLLECT eS 
e (Tabulate below amount to be collected in Bresoha vear arattnts k 4 t 
t? cie ineach MEP A three vears.) To BE o Y 
de otlected Collected Collect i biki 
“FUNDS e 1972 19% aie he ae 
Library Operating a. $764,922" y 


the tax levies 


prior to the second Monday ln September, 4 de iones notater Man two Gavs 


765.7 Pied. 
Taxpayers seca sh shall have a right to be Mode rae er ¿rt Ri 
ber, and the levy fixed by the county tax > 
ounty auditor, te < seat a sj 


board. or on their failure so to do, 
Payeer: feng themselves agorieved by aes 


ada the tenth - 
_ day after publication by ate charged, date + 
later, and the state date tor Tn this county yr 
, Dated tnis tn dav ola, 197 E ea 
ash ARCHR. DUNBAR, 
; A Lt 5. +. President of Library Board ` 
> ROSEMARY K. DUWELIUS, 
A Library Board 
, e L. JOHNST : 9 
mas cuy 6, Aug. + ma. A | Treasurer of Library Board 


Vigo County Publie Library 
REFERENCE i y 


DO NOT CIRCULATE ty Affalrs Fls 


REFERENCE 


DO NOT CIRCULATE 


Proposed VCE 


An ibrerves Ta 
pprove By 
Community Affairs 
By DAVID H. COX 
Star Stafí Writer 

A $1 million proposed operation budget 
for 1977 for the Vigo County Public 
Library received the approval of the 
VCPL Board of Trustees at Monday 
night's regular meeting. 

The new budget of $1.019,594 is an in- 
crease of $40.600 over the 1976 figure. a 
4.1 per cent hike. The 1977 budget is 
based on a frozen 37-cent tax rate and an 
assessed valuation of $239 million. 

The Library Improvement Reserve 
Fund will show a significant decrease 
since the public library obtained a 
general obligation bond to construct a 
new library. Some movable equipment 
will be purchased with money from the 
new budget so when the move to the 
library comes, equipment may be 
* transferred from the old building. The 
new structure is proposed for comple- 
tion in February, 1978. 

In other action by the board, approval 
was given to purchase land adjacent to 
the west of the West Terre Haute branch 
library. The site will be used for a park- 
ing lot. 

Cost of the project will run about 
$22.000. Price of the property has been 
established at $17,000 and VCPL Direc- 
tor Edward N Howard told the board 


demolition and resurfacing would run ` 


about $5.000. Funds for the project, 
which would provide about 20 parking 
Spaces, will come from a grant from the 
state. 

Howard told the board the upstairs 
meeting room at the West Terre Haute 
branch was used 248 times last year by 


Budget 


Sac 171978: - 
nearly 3.000 people. He said the es- 
timated average group size was 18. 


Board Treasurer David Johnston said 
it was the only public meeting place at 
West Terre Haute and the purchase of 
the property would enhance the value of 
the library's original site. 


Board President Arch R. Dunbar ap- 
pointed a committee of Johnston, 
Howard. attorney Guille Cox and board, 
member George Duncan to study 
demolition and resurfacing plans for the 
site. Dunbar appointed himself, Howard 
and Cox to another committee to work 
on the transfer of property. 


The annual election of board officers 
took place during the session. Dunbar 
was reelected president after being 
nominated by Ned Bush, Mrs. Ethel Bell 
was reelected vice president, Mrs. 
Rosemary Duwelius was reelected 
secretary and Johnston was reelected 
treasurer. Bush praised board officers 
for their leadership through the past two 
years. 

Cox received a renewed agreement as 
the board's attorney. 

The board granted approval to use 
signature facsimilies on all documents 
at Merchants National Bank and passed 
a resolution calling for the use of a 
safety deposit box at Terre Haute First 
Nationa! Bank. 

Director Howard highlighted progress 
made toward construction of a new 
library He said everything was 
proceeding on schedule and scaled 
blueprints would soon be available at all 
libraries for public scrutiny. 
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Vigo Libra AW ábded 
Centers Certificate 


A special centennial cer- | awarded to the local agency by 
tificate has been awarded to | the Forest Press Division of the 
the Vigo County Public Library | Lake Placid Education Founda- 
for 1ts early and continuous use | tion. 
ot the Dewey Decimal Clas-| According to Mrs Wert. dur- 
sification. according to Alice | ing the 100 years since tts crea- 
Wert. coordinator of technical | tion. the Dewey Decimal! Clas- 
Services sification has been a major fac- 

The certificated wag|tor in the development of 

) 1976; | libraries in the United States 
and throughout the world In 
celebration of the 100th birth- 
day of the DDC. Forest Press. 
publisher of the classification, 
is presenting centennial cer- 

tificates to libraries which 
Community Affalrs File adopted the DDC in the 19th 
century and are still using the 
ee 
CPL. has been using the 
Vigo County Publle Library system since 12897 897 
Prolessur Arthur Cunningham 
Indiana: State University 
librarian. directed the installa- 
tion of the Dewey system at the 
Terre Haute Public Library 
| then located at 119 N 8th St 
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BY ELIZABETH CIANCONE 
Star Staff Writer 

Peggy Barber director of the Public 
Information Office for the American 
Library Association. got out of the of- 
fice’ Monday to see the Vigo County 
Public Library and how it works. 

Miss Barber pointed out that a great 
deal of her work concerns speaking to 
librarians and library-centered groups 
concerning community relationships, 
and she added that the Vigo County 
Library provided an excellent example 
of how the association between a com- 
munity and its library should work. 

“The Vigo County Library not only 
excells in providing services to groups, 
but ts. itself. actively involved in the 
groups. she noted. The new building 
is exciting. but I am especially in- 
terested in the fact that they are able to 
provide excellent services from an out- 
dated factlity ` 

Much of Miss Barber's efforts are 
directed toward overcoming the 
publics outdated image of libraries 
and librarians “The library is no 
longer a musty warehouse of books,” 
she said ‘We recognize that informa- 
tion 1s packaged in many ways, and 
most libraries now circulate films and 
film strips. records, tapes. periodicals 
and pamphlets in addition to books. but 
books remain our basic service.” she 
concluded 

In an effort to make libraries “less 
boring’ in their image. the ALA Public 
Information Office makes use of spots 
on radio and TV as well as paid adver- 
tisements ın magazines and news- 
papers The information drive is in- 


berries Ki H ; 
tended to acquaint the public with the 
services they can expect from the 
public library 

Miss Barber certainly destroys the 


traditional image of the spinster | 


librarian with her hair in a bun, 
crepesoled sneakers and a no-noise 
policy The new image ts one of com- 
munication. so much so that some 
libraries now maintain solitude rooms 


where the patron can sit in comfortable 


surroundings in the quiet traditionally 
associated with libraries. 

Yes. funding is a problem with 
libraries Miss Barber admitted. Major 
urban libraries are facing severe 
budget problems Library use is in- 
creasing. calling for additional 
facilities and personnel, at the same 
time that costs are rising for 
everything from magazine subscrip- 
tions and postal rates to staff salaries. 
and the income is either stationary or 
on the way down as taxing agencies 
seek budget cuts. 

More and more libraries are looking 


to the Federal Government for funding ' 


assistance. Miss Barber noted, but the 
past two administrations have cut 
library appropriations. and although 
Congress has restored part of the cuts. 
the remaining funds are often 
designated for new or experimental 
programs 

Miss Barber concluded that although 
it would be nice to find another 
philanthropist of the Andrew Carnegie 
stripe. “that would surprise me. ` What 
the library needs is a firm financial 
base to provide continuing service to 
the community 
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AT OUR LIBRARY — Peggy Barber. director of Public Information for the 
American Library Association. visited the Vigo Ceunty Public Library staff Monday 
She noted the visit was made to pick up pointers on library and community 
relationships. She praised the successful association of the Vigo Library with the 
community ` 


Vigo County Pi Ilc Library 


Community Aialrs Flle 


lib rot Y Ci sh) 


A Summary HA NOT CIRGULATE 


12-21-76 Carolyn Henson, Ned Bush, with Don Sherwood on 
(on WAAC "Newsmaker" program) 


Bush: The West Vigo parking facility to open with a $22,000 
appropriation by the state. 


Henson: Thé Ind. Library Trustee Assoc. & ILA sponsoring the 
financing for public libraries. 1 million, 200 thousand 
for library units. Help especially for the smaller .1ibráries. 


Discussion of the 3.5 million dollar library 


Bush: Dir. Howard reported at bogrd meeting details such as floor 
coverings, et. Hope to receive bids within the next month. 
It will be 60 days after bids asked for before contracts. 
Looking forward to spring construction. Planning has taken 
5 years so much thought has gone into preparations. 


Bush: Bush discusses his interest in Eugene Debs Home € VCPL. Debs 
took stand for public libraries many years ago. Dir. Howard 
unearthed this quote "We want libraries and we will have them 
in glorious abumdance; then the libraries will be as it should 
be; a noble temple dedicated to culture € symbolizing the 
virtues of the people." 


Sherwood: That's an ideal for libraries and also a practical 
application for those people to advance their studies 
in whatever field because you do have a broad range of 
ref. works as well as the gen. kind of things. You also 
have special programs underway. 


Henson: All branches have story hour and in summer their programs 
in crafts and general entertainment for children. When 
you start a child young to use the library they become a 
life-time user. 


Sherwood: Let me ask you both---I know it takes considerable hours, 
time, effort plus responsibility. Do you think its worth 
Lt? 


Henson: Definitely. I have learned a great deal. It's interesting. 
I enjoy libraries. 


Bush: I started going to libraries early. I've always been a ¡spectator-- 
being a newspaperman, but now that I'm retired I find this 
chance to be active and doing something for the community very 
rewarding. 


Sherwood: Isn't it frustrating to work 5 years on plans even though 
it certainly is needed. Surely Emehine F. is becoming 
inadequate in today's technology. I know we are tied in 
with INCOLSA & that has remarkable attributes. 


Sherwood: What about the relationship between VCPL and Cunningham? 


I know there has been cooperation there. 


Bush: The new director, Lee, has been very cooperative. Dir. Howard 
has reciprocated. Dir. Lee has also been very aware of the 
Debs Home and Library. We have just completed a Socialist 
Library of almost 1,000 vols. We were assisted by Alice Wert 
Of TiS. Of VCPL as ʻa. volunteer. “Witheut here wencould nor 
have done it. There are many of Debs books in the library, 
but the bulk is labor history, over 100 bios of people 
associated with socialism. 


Sherwood: Briefly discusses open-door policy whereby card holders 
may be used in various libraries --Vincennes, Ill. 


Sherwood: Library received unique kind of support when it decided 
to move for a 3.5 million dollar bond issue. They had, 
I think, by law to get 50 signatures so as to execute 
bond issue if a public hearing later. Over 1800 signatures. 
Indicates public support. 


Henson: We feel we have public support and are very appreciate and 
hope new library will serve more of their needs. One portion 
which has been hidden back in the basement is the A-V program 
and this will be on the main floor of the new library and 
hope will be taken of advantage more. 


Shrewood: What's available in that? 


mo 
Henson: Phonorecords, cassettes, /8-track,cameras, projectors, recorders, 
prints of great art. 


Sherwood: So there are all sorts of things people may not be aware 
om "Tori berrewing,. 


Bush: In connection with public’ support. I would like to mention that 
at the meeting a month ago we were much encouraged when 3 of 
the city's leading businessmen appeared and encouraged board 
to purchase the station which is in the process of being 
completed. 

Sherwood: This makes all the difference in appearance and space. 

Bush: Insurance will be less without the station there. 

Sherwood: Speaking of appearnce,. If you do get some state money 

again in this yearfit will go to beautify the West parking 
LOGS 

Bush: Plans are underway to landscape and make drainage better. 

Sherwood: The W. Terre Haute building gets much use. 

Bush: iIteis sort of-act@wnenall  feray +H. 


Sherwood. There will be a meeting room complex in the new building? 


Bush: Very up-to-date. Seats 3 or 400 people; will have screens, 


and will be one of the most beautiful buildings in this part of 
the country, but will also be extremely functional. 


tt 
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The fourth annual Right to Read Week was spon- 
sored by the Wabash Valley Council of the Inter- 
national Reading Association to call attention to the 
fact that many children in the Wabash Valley have a 
definite need for individual help in reading.” 

Another objective is to show the need for tutoring 
materials that parents, college students and tutors, 
both paid and volunteer, can use with those needing 
additional assistance on a one-to-one basis. 

Through the local Right to Read Project, funds 
have been solicited to provide tutoring materials now 
housed in the Emeline Fairbanks Library in Terre 
Haute and which are available to anyone who has a 
library card and to areas serviced by the Wabash 
Valley reading Council. 

Funds are being used to replace materials that 
have shown excessive wear and to add to the collec- 
tion, especially when the Vigo County Public Library 
moves into its new building. 

The local Project Committee, under the direction of 
Dr. Richard Biberstine, has set a goal of $5,000 for the 
next two years to carry out the needs in this area. In 
sponsoring the project, the Wabash Valley Reading 
Council has made an annual contribution of $100 and 
paid for all overhead. This allows all funds received 
from other contributors, large and small, to be used 
entirely for the purchase of tutoring materials. 


THE LOCAL Right to read 
effort started with the sign- 
ing of the official prociama- 
tion by Mayor William J. 
Brighton. On hand for the oc- 
casion were Davis Park 
Principal George Thompson; 


Martha Brinton; 1SU profes- 
sor Dr. Vanita Gibbs, and Dr. 
Richard Biberstine, ISU 
faculty member and Project 
Committee Chairman for the 
IRA for the 1977 observance 
Jan. 23 through 29. 


VCSC media specialist 


2 am ; 
EN 


M o 
A SUPPORT YOU 


CONTRIBUTIONS have 
been made by individuals, 
businesses, Parent-Teacher 
organizations, industries, 
and professiona! organiza- 
tions such as the one 
represented here, Phi Delta 
Kappa. Dr. Richard Antes, 
president, and Dr. David 
Pease, executive secretary 
and treasurer, presented a 
$250 check to Dr. Richard 
Biberstine, chairman of the 
1977 Right to Read obser- 
vance. 


Terre- Haute, Tribune-Star, February 6, 1977 
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THIS SIGN at the entrance to 


the Vigo County Fairgrounds | 


carried a message about the 
recently-observed Right to 
Read Week. The Wabash 
Valley Council of the Inter- 
national Reading Association 
sponsored the event for the 
fourth year. Marquees and 
signs throughout the com- 
munity called attention to the 
council's efforts to point up 
the need of many children 
who need individual help in 
reading. 
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“YCPL, Reck is 
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ISU professor oes 


Vigo Co. Public” 


pees in terms ete he 
called “very functional,” 
Lawrence R. Reck, associate 
professor in the Department of 
Graduate Education, evaluated 
the Vigo County Public Library 
(YCPL) system. 

Spending one to two weeks in 

within the 
learning the 
methods and techniques of how it 
operates. “Pm just observing 
others and trying todo part of the 
work involved myself,” he said. 
For instance, he just finished 
learning how to operate 
INCOLSA, a computerized book 
processor new at the VCPL. 


Reck, who instructs two 
graduate courses in audio-visual 
media, said that the work he is 
doing at the VCPL should make it 
easier to communicate with the 
students. “What I’m trying to do 
is become familiar with what goes 


Vigo Gouin J 


on ina ry, SYS therefore be 
able to explain it better,” he said. 

“It’s easy to explain the ‘why’ of 
something, but I’m trying to find 
the ‘how’.”’ 

Reck said his current work with 
the VCPL is helping him inthat he 
is learning respect for people in 
the library field. ‘There is just 
so much that goes on in the system 
that it’s really amazing how it 
remains so organized,”” he said. 

He also said that the situation 
was rather ironic, because he is 
*““on the other side of the fence for 
a change” by learning instead of 
teaching. 

Reck, who has done evaluations 
on other libraries in this area, 
including those at Rose Hulman 
and ISU, said he can relate some 
of the things he learned during 
those experiences to what he is 
doing now. “Its a little easier 
now because I know basically what 
to expect,” he said. 
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Of Vigó Library Hista ee 


By JACK HUGHES 
Tribune Staff Writer - 
While the nation takes proper 
note of National Library Week 
— and the Vigo County Public 


Library adds its: own special 


celebration of progress here — 
there is also occasion to ac- 


knowledge the points in the past. 


that kave made -the- present 
possible. ied 
For in the future of the the 


look at ifs past provided by 
Mrs. Charles (Irene) 
McDonough in her soon to be 
published ''History of the Pub- 
lic Library in Vigo County.” 

Mrs. McDonough, of 128 
Barton Ave., worked’ in the 
local library system for 20 


“years prior to her retirement in 


1974. Since that time, she has 
continued to work on an ides 
that developed during the last 


gril} be y _ few years of her library career 


when she was coordinator of 
technical services. 

In the course of duties as- 
sociated with that position, she 
dealt with numerous “bits and 
pieces of history,” both of the 
community -and of the library 
itself. Before long, she was 


Her book telis about that 
progress, not in the vaccuum of 
specialized history, but in the 
whole history of the area, relat- 
ing developments in the library 
to the events and community 
interests in each period of time. 

y i 


Mrs.: McDonough's- project 
became: a -kind of dedicated 
tribute .to the people about 
whom she was writing. “We 
have always supported growth 
and development in Indiana and 
Vigo County,” she declares re- 
ferring to many incidents and 
accomplishments demonstrat- 
ing that assertion, all outlined 
in the book.: sca ie ssi 100 


“The people of this com- 


thinking, “Wouldn’t it be nice if munity seem to sense the value 


these were all pulled together 
...” The thought grew from 
casual wish to real desire and 
finally to determination, in 
spite of the monumental task it 
presented. ~s yr 


of recorded history and support 
its preservation,” the author 
continues, with emphasis an the 


words history and support. 


She found that support in her 
own work and expresses. great 


“I had been wanting to do gratitude to both the library 
some. kind of writing,” Mrs. board of trustees and to Ed 
McDonough reports, “and I just. Howard, VCPL director, for 
decided that if it should be done’. their encouragement and sup- 
I was going to doit.” So she did... port. She also is grateful. to 
But, not that quickly. First, Howard for the “timeline” he 
came: coordinated research; worked up and which she used 
gathering together all the many “as a chronology-foundation on 


elements of fact, folklore and 
photographs. 

In the process, she found her 
already profound regard for the 
people of Terre Haute and Vigo 
County growing even larger as 
she saw the measure of con- 
tributions by many individuals 


. and groups toward library ad- 


vancement in steady progress 
over the years. . 


which she built her own work of 


Words. = -= } see 5% 3 


While attention is focused on 
the groundbreaking this week 


-for the new library home, Mrs. 


McDonough looks back on the 
spadework of her own project 


-with satisfaction: “It's all 


ready to go to the printer,” she _ 
reports happily. ¿de 
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TOGETHER AGAIN——Fifteen of the poa a staff einber. of the Vigo County Public-= , 
Library enjoyed a reunion following groundbreaking ceremonies Friday for the new Vigo' S: 
County Library. Current staff members had arranged a reception for them at the Emeline E 
Fairbanks Memorial Library where they enjoyed light refreshments and a tour of the E 
building. Seated from lower left are Irene McConough, Louise Campbell, Evelyn LaBier,5 
Hilda Bledsoe, Anna Faye Strang, Hazel Elizabeth Bungard, Berneice Thomas and Floetta 
Bolin. Standing, from left, Ruth Mildred Hunter, Mary M. Mathes, Trillis Kutchan, Ann 
Silliman, Virginia Smith, Lillian Laybold and Margaret Rohan. (Star Photo: Kadel) 
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Library Staff to Hear 
Libra ry Commissioner 


Comm munity 

Al Trezza, executive director 
of the National Commission on 
Libraries and Information Sci- 
ence, will be in Terre Haute 
Friday as a featured speaker at 
the Vigo County Public Li- 
brary 

According to Ed Howard, 
VCPL director, Trezza will 
speak to the staff and library 
board on what the local library 
might accomplish in the overall 
picture of a national library 
information network 

'*NCLIS. which Trezza 
heads.” Howard said, “is a 
government commission estab- 
lished by Congress to develop 
and recommend future plans 
for library information ser- 
vices which will more effec- 
tively serve the entire nation by 
utilizing today's network sys- 
tems ” 

Trezza will give the local 
staff some background in- 
formation on the White House 
Conference on Library and In- 
formaition Services to be held 
in 1978. Responsbility for plan- 
ning and conducting the White 
House Conference has been as- 
signed to NCLIS in consultation 
with a White House-appointed 
Advisory Committee 

Howard said the VCPL has 
had a continued interest in the 
White House Conference be- 
cause of the work being done by 
Alice Wert, coordinator of 
VCPL technical services, as 


chairman of the Indiana com- + 


mittee working toward this 


T JUN 9 1977. 
conference 
Trezza. former director of 
the [llinois State Library. has 
been active in the field since 
1950 when he served as head of 
circulation at the University of 
Pennsylvania He has been ex- 
ecutive secretary of the Catho- 
lic Library, associate exec- 
tutive director of the American 
Library Assoc., before assum- 
ing his present post in 1975. 
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Before too long the Vigo ty Publi Libery will 
have its new main buiding completed. When that time 
comes the current main library facility, the Emeline 
Fairbanks Memorial Library, will be vacated. 

The Emeline Fairbanks building has served the 
library system well for many years. The time has come, 
however, for a more modern facility to take its place. 

This leaves us with a problem — what to do with the 
Emeline Fairbanks bullding? Even though the facility is 
in need of some repairs, it has potential for serving the 
community in some fashion. 

There are a number of possibilities for the use of the 
building — some have been openly discussed, while 
others are just ideas in the back of the mind. 

We: feel this is an excellent time for the public to 
aake some suggestions. 

How can the building be used? What function could 
best serve the community? Who should take respon- 
sibility for the factlity? 

We invite those in the community who have thoughts 
about how to use the building to write to The TRIBUNE 
with those ideas. Letters can be addressed to The Editor, 
Terre Haute TRIBUNE, 721 Wabash Ave., Terre Haute, 
IN 47808. 

The TRIBUNE will share the letters received with 
readers at a later date. 

So, whatever your idea, put it on paper. You may just. 
be doing a needed community service by making your |) 
suggestion known. 
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YCRL STAFF INSTITUTE — Al Trezza, executive director of the National Commission on 
Libraries and Information Science, and featured speaker at Friday's 19th annual Vigo County 
Public Library Staff Institute, received the Key to the City of Terre Haute from Controller 
Joan Hetherington. Observing the presentation were Arch Dunbar, third from the left, of the | 
Library Board and Ed Howard, VCPL director. House of Photography Photo | 
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(D-Terre Haute) announced 
Thursday that the Vigo County 
Public Library is eligible for 
$22,431.39 in state funds. 

During the 100th session of 
the Indiana General Assembly, 
a bill was adopted which pro- 
vides state support for local 
public library districts. The 
new law established an dis- 
tribution formula for libraries 
im conjunction to an amount 
‘appropriated in the state oper- 
ating budget. The total in the 
state budget for public libraries 
is $832,000 and each library’s 
Share is based on its operating 
budget. 

“The State Board of Tax 
Commissioners determined the 
allocations and made this in- 
formation available,” Felling 
said. ‘‘Payments to the library 
districts will be made before 
August 1, 1977 which is accord- 
ing to the terms of the new 
law.” a 

Rep. Felling said the monies 
will be used to purchase new 
books and materials and are 
expected to offset some of the 
rising costs public libraries 
have incurred in the past year. 
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Up for Appointment 


By COLLEEN SIMS 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Action on two appointments to the 
Vigo County Library Board is expected 
to be taken soon. 

The two positions which expire July 17 
are currently filled by Ned Bush Sr., 
curator of the Eugene V. Debs Home, 
and George Duncan, general manager of 
Roselawn Memorial Park Cemetery. 

Vigo Circuit Court Judge Hugh D. 
McQuillan told The TRIBUNE Monday 
he intends to re-appoint Bush to the 
library board. 

The second vacancy on the seven- 
member board is to be decided by the 
Vigo County School Corporation board of 
trustees. 

The school board is to consider the 
appointment in new business at Wednes- 
day night's meeting. Dr. Wayne A. 
Crockett, vice president of the school 
board, said he expects action to be taken 
on the appointment at that meeting. 

Both appointments must officially be 
made before July 17. 

Betty Martin, assistant director of the 
library, said action is anticipated to take 
place later this month, with the swear- 
ing in for both positions necessary 
before the beginning of the new terms. 

The appointments are to be for four- 
year terms, the length now of all library 
board appointments. 
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The two men now serving in those 
positions which are expiring have been 
on the board since the new Class 1 board 
was created in July of 1974. At that time, 
all board appointments were made for 
one, two and three-year terms to allow 
for expirations in different years. 

Appointments to the library board are 
made by the Vigo Circuit Court Judge, 
the Vigo County School Corporation 
board of trustees and the Vigo County 
Commissioners. 
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What to Do With Library 


Museum, 


By KAYE HOOLE 
Tribune Stafí Writer 


Citizens from a number of businesses 
and with a variety of opinions told The 
TRIBUNE Tuesday what they hope the 
future of the Emeline Fairbanks Memo- _ 
rial Library structure will offer, after 
the new building is completed in thefall 
of 1978. 

Exploration concerning the disposi- 
tion of the building began earlier when 
the Vigo County Library Board ap- 
pointed two of its members, Ned Bush, 
curator of the Eugene V. Debs Founda- 
tion, and Carolyn Henson, to study the 
issue. 

It was reported at the board’s meeting 
Monday evening preliminary meetings 
with ISU officials and local and county 
government officials have been ar- 
ranged (Library Board meeting details 
on Page 3.) 

Betty Tucker told The TRIBUNE 
Tuesday, “They just cannot tear the 
building down. It's a landmark. I hate it 
when they tear down beautiful pieces of 
architecture and put up square globs of 
glass. Please let's keep the landmark.” 

Jack Ragle, president Graham Grain 
Co. said, “I think they should put the 
Swope Art Gallery in there. We need a 
new art gallery and the old building is 


ideal.” 


Agreeing. William D. Tichenor, said, 
“I think the old building site would be 
excellent for a new art gallery. I think 
the Swope should move there.” 

Mark Newbauer, an ISU student, said, 
“I think it should be a disco. Can you 
imagine the sensational lighting. It 
would even be a great nightclub.” 

Pete Chalos, city councilman and co- 
ordinator of school and community ser- 
vices for the Vigo County School Corp., 
said, “ I think it should become a 
museum for ISU’s Carson collection. 
Also, I think it’s too bad there’s not a 
strong Wabash Valley Athletic group to 
make a athletic hall of fame.” 


Disco 
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“Um not surg what they should do 
with it, but they shouldn't tear it down 
—that's all 1 know,” said John 
O'Rourke. 

Feeling strong about the building's 
future, Gary Potter, said, “If they tear 
it down, I'll leave Terre Haute. It should 
be made a composite museum—a really 
fantastic place. People could come from 
miles around to see it. It would give 
Terre Haute a real boost.” 

“What we don't need in Terre Haute is 
another museum. We need something 
for the younger set,” Barbara Gentry 
Said. 

“I just hope they don’t tear it down,” 
said Peggy Riley, “If they do, they'd 
probably make it a parking lot and that 
I just couldn't stand.” 

Paul Benning, plant manager of 
Pfizer, Inc., and a Vigo County school 
board member, said, ‘‘I think along the 
lines of adding it to ISU's compound. It 
is already carved into their property. 
We do need community input, however. 

Many of those interviewed suggested 
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¡Art Gallery? 


the old library site should house the 
Carson Collection, a well-known collec- 
tion of historical artifacts. 

Wayne Miller, of the Indiana State 
Employment office and president of the 
Vigo County Historical Society, said, “ʻI 
am so fond of the building architectural- 
ly It is one of the more handsome things 
we have in Terre Haute. I would hope it 
would be used for some sort of a 
museum—I would settle for a museum 
of almost any kind.” | 

Miller pointed out the building is not 
large enough to house the Carson Collec- 
tion. He said, however, it does have 
enough storage space and it could be 
displayed on a rotating basis. 

Expressing the opinion of most in- 
terviewed, Jean Goodwin, said, ‘Please 
let's just keep it It's a landmark.” 

Other persons with suggestions for the 
building's future are encouraged to 
write to The TRIBUNE. Letters should 
be addressed To The Editor, Terre 
Haute TRIBUNE, 721 Wabash Ave., 
Terre Haute, Ind., 47808. j 
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Meetings 


By NORMAN BLUEBAUM 
Statesman Staff Writer 


Legal disposition of the 
Emeline Fairbanks Memoria! 
Library Building will be 


discussed at several exploratory `: 


Libraries C1. 
meetings in the next four to six 
weeks. 

ISU officials and local and 
county government officials are 
planning to work three to six 
months on the problem of 


Fairbanks Library ownership, 
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THE INDIANA STATESMAN 


fanned, to 


o discuss library's fate 


according to Arch Dunbar, 
Library Board president and 
committee member. 

Ned Bush, a board member and 
curator of the Eugene Y. Debs 


Foundation,and Carolyn Henson, > 
board member were named to | 


coordinaté the research. 


“To be sure that the building is r : 


preserved and not destroyed is 
the chief 
committee,” Bush noted. 


In 1904, Crawford Fairbanks, a 


prominent Terre Haute 
businessman and philanthropist, 
had the library built as a 
memorial to his mother. 
Fairbanks originally gave 
$50,000 for the construction and 
later $25,000 to furnish and 
maintain the building, which is 
presently owned by the Vigo 
County Public Library system. 
The city of Terre Haute provided 
the land which it still holds. 

The problems that arose from 
the divided ownership were 
settled by a Common Council 
ordinance, when the library was 
first built. It gave a longtime 
lease to the School Board, with the 
provision that the Civil City be 
released from the responsibility 
for necessary repairs to the 
property, according to a library 
pamphlet published on the history 
of the library. 

“Had the building been deeded 
almost 70 years ago, there 
wouldn't be a legal problem of 
ownership,” Bush added. 

Before the land and building 
contributions were made for the 
Emeline Fairbanks Memorial 
Library, the Universalist Church 
at 119 North 8th Street was used, 
in 1896 as a library. Like its 
predecessor, it too replaced an 
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Fairbanks Library 


out-grown building. 

In 1882, the Terre Haute school 
trustees purchased the property 
of the Terre Haute Library 
Association. There were 1,140 
volumes in its collection. 

Back in 1879, after a second 
library association had been 
organized and failed, a group of 
women took over the library. Men 
could not become members 
during this time, but they could 
contribute to the library. 

Anoffice and reading room ina 
second story building at Sth Street 
and Wabash Avenue was used for 
the library in 1869, A $4 annual 
library membership was 
charged. _ 

After the Township Library 
Law was passed in 1853, a library 
was established at 318 Ohio 
Street. It was later moved to the 
Union Printing Office on Market 


Street. 

Before the establishment of the 
Township Library, a Subscription 
Library was established in 1823. 
This was a forerunner to the first 
library startedin Terre Haute in 
1818. 


For many years the Fairbanks 
Library has been the main one in 
Terre Haute, operating for nearly 
halfofthe 159 years that libraries 
have existed here. A need for 
larger quarters have appeared to 
be the most pressing problem 
facing it, even though there are 
four branch libraries, 


The solution was to build a new 
library which is under 
constructionat 4 Library Square 
waich will open Sept. 1, 1978. The 
question remains as to what to do 
with the Fairbanks Library when 
the new one is completed. 
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Edward N. Howard, director ol 
of the Vigo County Library, has 
been elected by the Council of 
the American Library Associa- 
tion to serve on its Budget 
Review Assembly for -the 
1977-78 year. 

Howard was elected to serve 
on the Council, governing body 
of ALA, as the chapter repre- 
sentative from Indiana in 1975. 
He also serves on the Council's 
Publishing Committee, the pol- 
icy making overseer of ALA 
publishing. 

The current general operat- 
ing budget for the 35,004 mem- 
ber national library association 
is $2.4 million. In addition to the 
general operating fund, $3.4 
million is budgeted for ALA 
publishing. 
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To Be Prese 


‘It has been reliably reported to The 
TRIBUNE the Emeline Fairbanks Me- 
morial Library structure is to be given 
to Indiana State University by the city 
and the Vigo County Library Board. 

An official announcement is to made 
at the board’s Monday evening meeting. 
A joint statement by: Dr. Richard G. 
Landini, ISU president, and Mayor Wil- 
liam J. Brighton is being prepared. 

Discussions involving the disposition 
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of the building began several weeks 
earlier when two members of the library 
board were appointed to study attempts 
to preserve the local landmark. 
Exploration began earlier concerning 
the disposition of the present Fairbanks 
Library structure, since the new build- 
ing will be constructed and opened for 
occupancy Sept. 1, 1978. 
‘Discussions involving key citizens and 
the appointment of two Vigo County 


r Buildin 


to Indiana 


tafe 


Library Board members to study the 
issue were attempts made by the board 
to preserve the local landmark. 

Ned Bush, a board member and 
curator of the Eugene V. Debbs Founda- 
tion, and Carolyn Henson, board mem- 
ber, were named to coordinate the re- 
search. 

Several sources had indicated to The 
TRIBUNE the building should become 
the future site of a museum of natural 
history, labor, antiques or something 
similar. 

In addition, The TRIBUNE had in- 
vited its readers to comment concerning 
the building’s disposition through on-the- 


street interviews and editorial com- 


ment. 
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Conjecture concerning the 
future of the Emeline Fair- 
banks Memorial Library build- 
ing is expected to end Monday 
night when. the Vigo County 
Library Board will be asked to 
approve the donation of the 
building to Indiana State Uni- 
versity The VCPL Board of 
Trustees will meet in regular 
session at 8 p.m Monday at the 
Library building and will con- 
sider the transfer as a part of 
the agenda 

Since the library owns the 
building and the City of Terre 
Haute owns the land on which 
the building stands, it is under- 
stood that the city will approve 
the gift. Neither ISU president 
Dr Richard G Landini nor 
Terre Haute Mayor William J. 
Brighton was available for 
comment 

According to one library 
source. the terms of the Fair- 
banks will preclude use of the 
building for any purpose except 
as a library and, broadly in- 
terpreted, a museum can be 
construed as a library. 

A number of individuals and 
departments at ISU have ex- 
hibited an interest in adapting 
the building for use as a 


museum. Among the several ` 


proposals are: a permanent 
home and display for the 
Carson Collection, a natural 
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history museum, an an- % 


thropology museum and a labor 
history museum. 

Ned A. Bush. Sr., has been 
serving as chairman of a VCPL 
Board special committee to 
study disposition of the build- 
ing. Mrs. Carolyn Henson has 
been serving with Bush and the 
preliminary report of their 
committee was made at the 
June board meeting. 

The committee has been con- 
cerned about preserving the 
building as a local landmark 
once the library is moved to a 
new building, now under con- 
struction at 1 Library Square. 
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to advertise $1 


By WAYNE PERRY 
Tribune Assistant Editor 

The Vigo County Public Library will 
advertise a 1978 budget of over $1.1 
million — up 10 per cent from the 1977 
figure. 

Approval to advertise the budget was 
given by the library trustees during 
their regular monthly meeting Monday 
night. 

The exact proposal calls for a library 
operating fund budget in 197% of 
$1,121,925. In addition, a bond and in- 
terest redemption fund is set at $401,962. 

In order to raise the funds a 40 cent 
property tax levy is being requested for 
the library operating fund and a 16 cents 
levy is sought for the bond and interest 
redemption fund, for a total of 56 cents. 
The tax rate represents no increase over 
the 1977 rate. 

The 1978 budget includes what is 
termed as “present needs 1978” and 
“one-half year, new building, 1978.” The 
distinction is made since the central 
library operation will be moved from 
the Emeline Fairbanks Memorial Li- 
brary in mid-1978 to a new facility now 
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under construction on the former site of 
Wiley High School. ‘‘Present needs” 
figures represent the cost of running the 
library for 12 months regardless of the 
location. The “new building” figures 
represent additional costs resulting 
from a move into the new facility. 

The five areas of the library operating 
fund include: 

e Services personal (such as salaries 
and compensations) — The amount 
budgeted in this area for 1978 is $712,005, 
up nearly 14 per cent from 1977. One of 
the areas of greatest increase is for 
student assistants and hourly workers. 

e Services contractual — (such as 
communications and transportation, 
utilities, printing and advertising and 
repairs) — The budget in this area is up 
77 per cent. The costs for electricity is 
budgeted in 1978 for more than five 
times what it was in 1977. The water and 
sewage budget is more than tripled and 
the overall heat, light, power and water 
total is nearly three and one-half times 
as great as in 1977. The total amount 
called for in this area for 1978 is $107 806. 

e Supplies — The total amount budg- 
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eted is $33,613, up nearly 20 per cent 
from 1977. 

e Current charges (such as insurance, 
rents, dues and employer contributions) 
— The total budgeted is $139,281, up just 
over one per cent from 1977. 

e Properties (such as equipment, li- 
brary materials and structure improve- 
ment) — The total is $129,220, down 
more than 23 per cent from 1977. 

A special meeting for the public hear- 
ing on the budget is set for Tuesday, 
Sept. 6, at 8 p.m. in the Emeline Fair- 
banks Memorial Library. 

In other action at the meeting officers 
were chosen for the year. All current 
officers were re-elected: Arch Dunbar, 
president; Mrs. Ethel Bell, vice presi- 
dent; Mrs. Rosemary Duwelius, secre- 
tary; and David Johnston, treasurer. 

Library Director Ed Howard an- 
nounced that the library received more 
than $22,000 from the state as part of the 
money allocated to support public li- 
braries in Indiana. 

The board also agreed to spend up to 
$8,500 to pay for the printing of a book, 
“The History of the Public Library in 
Vigo County, 1816-1975.” 
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ISU Considering Use 


Vigo Library 


MALE 
By Away ¿Ta 
Tribune Staff Writer 


The Emeline Fairbanks Memorial Library 
structure has been made a gift to Indiana State 
University by the Vigo County Public Library 
Board and the City of Terre Haute, confirming a 
TRIBUNE report published last week. 

Official approval of the building's disposition 
came during the Monday evening meeting of the 
Vigo County Library Board. 

“Everyone was very pleased the matter was 
handled so expeditiously. Matters were con- 
sumated in less time than expected,” according 
to Ned A. Bush Sr., one of two board members 
who was involved in research to preserve the 
local landmark. 

Bush said many board members expressed 
“great pleasure” to him and Mrs. Carolyn Hen- 
son, also a board member involved in a search to 
find suitable utilization of the structure, regard- 
ing the building's disposition. 

Early Tuesday morning, Dr. Landini told The 
TRIBUNE “there are a great many competing 
demands from the campus’’ concerning the 
building's future use. He said “the various 
requests will be assessed as they are rece ived 
from faculty sources. We will weigh the sugges- 
tions in something of a balancing scale.” 

Landini said thought had been given to utilizing 
the structure to house the Carson Collection, a 
well-known assortment of historical artifacts also 
a gift to ISU. Another suggestion, he said,’ was to 
create a science museum. 

“We are most pleased to have the old library 


-Site and we will do our best to blend well with the 


history of the building,” he concluded. 
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In a statement released at the Monday eveni 
meeting, by ISU President Dr. Richard G. Land- 
ini, Mayor William J. Brighton and Library 
Board President Arch Dunbar, it was explained a 
“consensus was reach ” and “it was decided” 
the library structure “would be presented to the 
university as a gift.” 

Approval of the city as well as the Library 
board was necessary because although the city 
has the title to the land, the library board controls 
and maintains the building. This legal snarl dates 
to 1903 when Mr. Crawford Fairbanks offered to 
give the library building to Terre Haute as a gift. 
The city had the responsiblity of obtaining land 
(the current site). 

In 1906 negotiations were accepted from the 
school corporation to maintain the facility. And, 
during that period, school and library boards 
were the same. 

In 1974, however, a resolution was adopted by 
the school board, then operating as a Class II 
public library, to convert to a Class I public 


The boards then separated and a new library 
board was appointed. 
Acco di ned po Sgr director of the 
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PLEASED WITH LIBRARY DISPOSITION — Mrs. Carolya. 


Henson and Ned A. Bush Sr., Vigo County Public 
members who coordinated research to peeve tne Enel 
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ome, MIKE RUSSELL 
Star Staff Writer 

The building which for years has 
housed the Emeline Fairbanks Me- 
morial Library will soon become a 
part of Indiana State University, it 
was announced Monday evening at 
the Vigo County Public Library 
Board meeting. 

ISU President Richard G. Landini. 
Mayor William Brighton, and VCLB 
President Arch Dunbar released the 
following joint statement: 

“At a meeting on June 24, 1977. 
held in the office of President Landini 
at the University, a consensus was 
reached and it was decided that the 
old Emeline Fairbanks Memorial Li- 
brary should be presented to the 
University by the City of Terre Haute 
and the Vigo County Public Library 
Board as a gift. 

“Those attending the meeting were 
Mayor Brighton, President Landini, 
Ned A. Bush Sr., and Carolyn Hen- 
son, Board members, Guille Cox, 
attorney for the Board, and President 
Dunbar. 

“The transfer of titie to the Uni- 
versity will not be concluded for 
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several months. Details of the actual 
transfer wili be worked out by the 
Library Board attorney, the city at- 
torney, and the attorney for the board 
of trustees of the University. It may 
take several months for approval by 
all parties and even a court decision 
may be necessary to clear the title.” 

In summary in a letter of intent to 
the Library Board and to Mayor 
Brighton, Dr. Landini concluded as 
follows: 

“I am very grateful for your ex- 
pression of confidence in the Univer- 
sity and its future. Your expressed 
desire to see the Fairbanks Library 
as part of Indiana State University is 
very generous and gratifying. We 
very much appreciate this gesture of 
friendship and trust and we shall look 
forward with great expectations to 
later developments. 

Approval of the city as well as that 
of the Library Board was necessary 
due to the fact that, although the 
county owns the building, the city 
owns the land upon which it stands. 
With the discontinuation of library 
services, the city had the right to 
reclaim the land. 
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LEGAL FORMALITIES BEGIN—The Vigo County Public Library Board voted 
Monday night to approve action by board attorney Guille Cox, left, in working with 
city and Indiana State University attorneys on the transfer of the present Emeline 
Fairbanks Memorial Library building to ISU. Two hoard members instrumental in the 
transfer of the building as a gift are Carolyn Henson, center, and Ned Bush Sr. 
(Star Photo: Kadel) | 
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The Vigo County Library 
Board is to conduct a special 
meeting Tuesday, Sept. 6, to 
consider its 1978 operating and 
bond redemption budgets. 

A public hearing will be con- 
ducted during the meeting con- 
cerning the budgets. The ad- 
vertised proposal for the oper- 
ating fund totals $1,121,925 and 
for bond and interest redemp- 
tion fund the figure is $401,962. 

In order to raise the funds a 
40 cent property tax levy is 
being requested for the library 
operating fund and a 16 cents 
levy is sought for the bond and 
interest redemption fund, or a 


represents no increase over 
1977. 

The library operating fund 
includes: services personal, 
budgeted at $712,005; services 
contractual, at $107,806; sup- 
plies, at $33,613; current 
charges, at $139,281; and prop- 
erties, at $129,220. 

Also to be considered at the 
meeting is a snow melting sys- 
tem for walkways and drives at 
the new libary building project. 

The meeting is set to begin at 
8 p.m. at Emeline Fairbanks 
Memorial Library Building, 222 
N. 7th St. 
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West Terre Haute Library 
users will soon have an im- 
proved facility. 

Vigo County’s Pubilic 
Libriary Board Monday 
awarded a bid for site improve- 
ment at the West Terre Haute 
location during a special meet- 
ing conducted at Emeline Fair- 
banks Memorial Library, 222 N. 
Seventh St. 

Betty Martin, library board 
assistant director, said the 
board awarded the bid to 
Progressive Construction, a 
Terre Haute firm which had the 
lowest of two bids received. 

The basic bid totalled $19,713, 
which is within the board’s 
state grant, Mrs. Martin said. 

The bid includes black- 
topping the parking area at the 
West Terre Haute site. Mrs. 
Martin said the board plans to 
talk with the construction firm 
about the possibility of using 
concrete instead. “That might 


e, nA * Mrs. Martin said, 
“but we have enough money in 
the budget to cover it.” 

The site improvement - in- 
volves exterior work including 
changing the dircection of wa- 
ter drainage away from the 
building, eliminating cross 
driving on the parking area and 
beautifying the corner. 

The board receives a state 
grant of $22,431, Mrs. Martin 
said, which are to be used at the 
board’s discretion. 

Mrs. Martin said the board is 
anxious for the work to begin. 
“We would like to get it started 
while the weather is still 
good,” she said. 
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Vigo County’s Public Library 
is to be the Indiana Information 
Retrieval System “guinea pig” 
in developing training sessions 
for supervisors of more than 30 
computer terminals around the 
state. 

Clarence Brink, VCPL refer- 
ence coordinator, said Dr. 
Morton J. Marcus, Indiana Uni- 
versity division of research, 


was to explain how to “talk to 


the computer” Wednesday. 

Also on hand at ISU's Cun- 
ningham Memorial Library, 
Room B45, is Ann Pickeral, 
Indiana University-Purdue Uni- 
versity, Indianapolis. division 
of research, and Partricia 
Muller, from the state library 
in Indianapolis. They were to 
present a training session at 1 
p.m. 
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Brink said the VCPL staff is 
the first to receive instruction 
in the revisions of INDIRS. 
Invitations to the demonstra- 
tion have been issued to other 
area educational institutions 
and to persons who have ex- 
pressed an interest in the IN- 
DIRS service. 

"Anyone searching for social 
or ecomnomic facts on Indiana 
has access to the library's ter- 
minal and may learn to use it,” 
Brink noted. 

What the INDIRS does is 
eliminate searching a library 
for a book. Miss Muller. who 
spends most of her time ‘‘talk- 
ing to computers,” said by typ- 
ing certain information into the 
computer, the information you 
need is supplied for you. 

INDIRS is an experimental 
service of the Division of Re- 
search in the School of Business 
at Indiana University, Bloom- 
ington. Developmental support 
has been furnished by the Indi- 
ana Education Sevrvices Foun- 
dation and the Indiana Depart- 
ment of Commerce. Implemen- 
tation, coordination, and fund- 
ing assistance is being provided 
currently through the Indiana 
State Librarv under the Library 
Services and Construction Act 
of the U.S. Office of Education 

INDIRS can provide printed 
copies of information about 
many of several statistical 

aspects of Indiana life. Much of 

this inforamation is not easily 
availalble in many Indiana 
communities, and INDIRS can 
furnish it in a clear, concise 
manner. Library personnel are 
to assist he the information 
seeker, and will welcome feed- 
back on how the data meet 
information needs. 
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CONTENTS OF EFML CORNERSTONE 
August 10, 1904 


Brief history of the Emeline Fairbanks memorial library 
written by Spencer F. Ball. 


Council proceedings of February 3, 1903, relative to 
the gift. 


Official program of August 10, 1904. 


Photographs of the following: Crawford Fairbanks Failey 
Alice Catherine Failey 
Ex-mayor Henry Fairbanks 
Mrs. Emeline Fairbanks 
Crawford Fairbanks 


Sealed sketch of the life of Crawford Fairbanks. 
City Directory of 1904. 


Masonic articles: Grand Lodge proceedings of 1904 
(including grand chapter of R.A.M., 
grand council of the, R. and S. M., 
and the Grand Commandery of Knights 
Templar.) 


Masonic Advocate of August, 1904. 
Note: All Masonic articles were 
wrapped in a Masonic lamb 
skin apron. 
Copies of the Terre Haute papers. 
Copies of the annual reports of Superintendent Wiley of 


the city schools, giving a complete history of the public 
library in Terre Haute. 
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By ELIZABETH CIANCO 
Star Staff Writer 

It couldn't happen at a more 
opportune time. The first his- 
tory to be compiled of the pub- 
lic library in Vigo County is 
complete and the first copies 
should be received from the 
publisher by mid November, 
according to Ed Howard, direc- 
tor of the Vigo County Public 
Library. 

One of the “musts” for in- 
clusion in the copper cor- 
nerstone box will be a copy of 
this history. 

Irene McDonough began to 
put together ‘The History of 
the Public Library in Vigo 
County” during the summer of 
1974 — shortly after her retire- 
ment in March of that year. “I 
really had the history in mind 
when I retired,” she said. 

During her years with the 
library she served variously as 
reference librarian, librarian 
at Meadows Branch and finally 
retired as coordinator of tech- 
nical services followinq an in- 
terim between her service at 
Meadows Branch when she 
worked with the Vigo County 
School Corporation as a librar- 
ian. 

Probably her patience 
learned as a reference librarian 
stood her in the best stead when 
she began the pursuing endless 
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board minutes. “It was amaz-. 


ing at how the different person- 
alities developed as you read 
through the minutes,” she 
_noted. Sally Hughes, for in- 


RENCE 
CIR ULATE 


Publica 


Tao VUI 


n November 


proached the time in which she 
herself was involved in de- 


ere I 


stance, the third of the six 
different head librarians, 
emerged as “'progressive and 
forward-looking.” Soon after 
she became head librarian, she 
asked for permission to attend 
an American Library Associa- 
tion meeting, and later re- 
quested travel permits to study 
and observe libraries in the 
east. 

“Book salesmen and pub- 
lishers regularly stopped to 
consult with her,” Mrs. 
McDonough observed. “They 
called her ‘Mother Hughes’ and 
asked her opinions on many 
aspects of the book business.” 
One of ‘‘Mother Hughes” 
pioneering projects for this 
area was the idea of open 
shelves — an idea she learned 
from visiting eastern libraries. 

In marked contrast to Sallie 
Hughes was Florence Crawford 
who folher as head librarian. 
Board minutes reveal her as 
being unusually shy and retir- 
ing, according to Mrs. 
McDonough. She attended 
board meetings only rarely, 
usually shifting the responsi- 
bility of library reports to the 
superintendent of schools. At 
that time — and in fact until 
July of 1974 — the Vigo County 
School Board also sat as the 
Vigo County Library Board and 
the superintendent of schools 
also had a responsibility as 
overall director of the library. 

Mrs. McDonough admits that 
it became more difficult to 
write her history as events ap- 
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cisions and projects. “I was 
afraid of over-playing the im- 
portance of recent events,” shs 
said, “and as a result, I proba- 
bly under-played them.” 

Although there has been a 
library in Vigo County since 
1816, the tax-supported library 
dates from 1882 when the Terre 
Haute Library Association was 
purchased by the Sc:1001 Board 
for the $70 debt owed by the 
association plus the customary 
$1 token fee. At first a city 
library, it officially became a 
county library in 1960. 

During its 161-year history, 
the library in Vigo County has 
occupied a number of buildings. 
It moved from store-front loca- 
tions on Wabash Avenue during 
its early years to the Univer- 
salist Church building on North 
Eighth St. The church sanc- 
tuary became the reading 
room, and the former altar rail 
separated the desk area from 
the reading room. “The church 
was adapted for use as a library 
rather than remodeled,” Mrs. 
McDonough observed. 


The present building was a 
gift to the city in memory of 
Emeline Fairbanks. The build- 
ing was first occupied in 1906 
and has seen many years of 
service, The new library — its 
cornerstone concealing the long 
history of library service in the 
county — should be ready for 
occupancy in approximately a 
year. è 
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Officials at the Vigo County 
Public Library report that they 
have completed an inventory of 
adult non-fiction books begun in 
the fall of 1975. 

The Technical Services 
Division of the VCPL conducted 
the inventory, according to a 
report offered by VCPL Direc- 
tor Ed Howard to members of 
the Vigo County Library Board. 

The last inventory was com- 
pleted in 1965, so the present 
status check of the collection 
represents a 12-year record and 
divulges a low 0.54 percent an- 
nual loss rate. 


Howard said, “The low per- 
centage of loss reflects credit 
on the library patrons of Vigo 
County.” 

Noting that “a true com- 
parison with other libraries is 
difficult to make because of the 
various ways inventories are 
taken,” Howard cited an an- 
nual loss rate of 10 percent at 
the New York Public Library, a 
9.75 percent annual loss rate at 
the public library of University 
City, Mo., and an average an- 
nual loss rate of two percent 
over a seven-year period at 
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Levittown, Pa. 

The “complete and thorough 
inventory” just completed has 
been conducted by Technical 
Services “as time permits.” 

Librarians have used the 
“shelf list” (the complete file 
list of all items the library is 
supposed to contain), and have 
then conducted an actual physi- 
cal search of the shelves and 
circulation files to verify 
whether or not the item is 
actually in the library. 

Items that could not be found 
in this way were noted and 
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were searched again at in- 
tervals of three, six and twelve 
months. 


According to Mrs. Betty 


‘Martin. assistant to the direc- 


tor, the inventory accomplished 
a great deal more than mere 
estimate of loss. The inventory 
identified items to be officially 
discarded and removed from 
the card catalog and also iden- 


tified areas where the collec- 
tion needed to be strengthened. 

And, according to a special 
report from Kathy Prothero at 
Monday's meeting, “it is not 
longer a question of ‘if’ a li- 
brary will automate, but a 
question of ‘how’ and ‘when’.”’ 

The inventory will be con- 
tinued with the reference area 
the next in line. Adult fiction is 
also scheduled for inventory, 
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but since turn-over in that area 
is greater, the need is tess 
pressing. 

The special collections area 
of the VCPL is subject to an on- 
going. inventory since it is a 
part of the OCLC terminal. 

Mrs: Martin said that an in- 
ventory of the children's collec- 
tion had a low priority because 
of the turnover of volumes in 
that area. 


The Governor's Conference 
on Library and Information 
Services for the State of Indi- 
ana will be held Aug. 11-13, 
1978, at the Atkinson Hotel in 
Indianapolis. 

Gov. Otis R. Bowen, M.D., 
has given his support and spon- 
sorship for this conference and 
will be the keynote speaker at 
the opening session. Mrs. Alice 
Wert of Terre Haute has been 
appointed to chair the con- 
ference and has announced a 
meeting of the conference plan- 
ning committee for 10 a.m. 
Dec. 6 in the conference room 
of the Indiana State Library in 
Indianapolis. 

The planning committee is 
made up of librarians and lay 
persons from all types of librar- 
ies and a wide range of areas 
and interests in Indiana. Four 
local individuals who are mem- 
bers of this planning committee 
include: Richard Pierard, ISU 
professor representing the Col- 
lege and Unversity Round 
Table; Nina Babcock, Title I 
supervisor, representing the In- 
diana chapter of the American 
Society for Information Sci- 
ence; Julia Thiede, Vigo Coun- 
ty Library; and Lee French of 
Sullivan, Ind., who represents 
the Indiana Association for 
Communication and Technolo- 
gy. 
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Pierard is chairman of the 
participants and invitation 
committee, Mrs. Babcock is 
publicity chairman, Thiede is 


recording secretary and 


French is a member of the 
participants committee. 

The conference is for lay 
leaders, users and potential 
users of library services from 
the various geographical areas 
of the state. Participants will 
be chosen from business and 
professional organizations, 
elected and appointed public 
officials, labor, education, 
fraternal and service organiza- 
tions, minority interests, re- 


‘ligious bodies, youth, the media 


and retired persons. 

A screening committee will 
review the persons nominated 
and select 250 delegates and 100 
alternates. Those chosen will 
be formally invited to the con- 
ference by Gov. Bowen. 

Housing, meals and transpor- 
tation will be furnished for the 
official 250 participants. A 
nomination form will be mailed 
early in 1978 to the public, 
college and university, special 
and school libraries in the state 
as well as to all professional 
organizations, civic groups and 
so on. 

The results of the conference 
will be manifested in many 
ways, according to Mrs. Wert. 
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The weather outside was frightful, but 
inside the North Terre Haute Branch 
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Library warm feelings more than com- ` 


pensated for the cold trip. The “History 
of the Public Library in Vigo County, 
1816-1975” by Irene Roberts MeDonough 
was officially presented to the public in 
a brief ceremony at the branch library 
at 10 a.m. Friday. 


In making the presentation, VCPL 
director Ed Howard observed, “This 
newly-published history of the library is 
dedicated to, the citizens of Vigo County 
whose efforts in support of a public 
library in this community come to life in 
this book.” 


Copies of the volume will be available 
for purchase at $6.00 per copy at the 
circulation desk of the Emeline Fair- 
banks Library downtown, at the shop- 
ping center branches in Meadows, Plaza 
North and Southland, on the Medi- 
amobile and in West Terre Haute. How- 
ard expláined that because of the gener- 
al community interest in the book, the 
library is offering it for sale at cost. 


The author spent many years with the 
Terre Haute and later Vigo County 
library and draws on her own first-hand 
knowledge of many of the changes which 
have occured since the early ‘50’s, Other 
sources of information have included 
board minutes, staff bulletins, staff as- 
sociation records, local history files, 
scrapbooks, letters, manuscripts and 
other records and personal interviews 
with retired librarians or their survivors. 


Mrs. McDonough began compiling her 
history in 1974 upon her retirement as 
ton services coordinator for the 


In addition to the narrative history of 
library service in the county, the book 
includes some 50 pictures reproduced 
from the library archives, ten separate 
appendices giving related material and 
lists of board and staff members from 


earliest times and an index for easy . 


reference. Howard has suggested that 
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e book would make; an -ideal inex- 
t'for local-history 


pensive Christmas gif 
buffs. 

Among the special guests at Friday’s 
presentation was Mrs, Alice Kieweg, a 
long-active member of League of 


LABOR 


Women Voters in Terre Haute. The 
League filed the friendly law suit which 
cleared the way for the library board to 
issue general obligation bonds making 
the construction of a new library build- 
ing possible. 


—Mrs. Irene Robert McDonough, right, beams as the result of 


many months of labor makes its debut. Her book, “History of the Public Library 
in Vigo County, 1816-1975” was presented to the community Saturday morning during 
a brief ceremony at the North Terre Haute Branch Library where copies of the book 
will be temporary stored pending sale. Vigo County Public Library director Ed 
Howard, center, sold the first copy of the book to Alice Kiewsg, an active member 
of the League of Women Voters. Both she and the organization have been long-time 


promoters of the VCPL. 
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY DONATES LIBRARY . 
Community Affairs File Vigo County Public Library 
Recent action of the board of directors of the Vigo County 

Historical Society has resulted in their decision to place their 
extensive historical reference library in the Special Collections 
Room planned by the Vigo County Public Library for their new 
location at 7th and Walnut Streets. 

With the goal for completion set for the end of 1976, this gift 
would be one of the most important contributions to the community 
during the Bicentennial Year. 

Incorporated in 1924, the Vigo County Historical Society has 
been dedicated to collecting and preserving all sorts of local histori- 
cal materials. Much of the collection consists of books, diaries, 
letters, photographs, and family and business papers. 

It was not until the 1950s that the library materials were put 
into any sort of usable shape, were unboxed and catalogued in 
readiness for the opening of the Historical Museum in 1958. 

Since that time, the library has had limited use. Lack of 
sufficient funding has limited the hours the library could be kept 
open for use by students and scholars. A professional librarian was 
hired on a part-time basis to accession and catalogue books as they 
were donated. 

At the present time, the library contains approximately 2,000 
books, ranging from family genealogies to county histories, state 
history, atlases, volumes concerning all the wars in which the United 
States has been involved, and all related historical subjects. Six 
metal file cabinets contain local history materials. A special cabinet 
contains rolls of microfilm for the microfilm reader, cassette tapes of 
interviews and other oral history, as well as films and slides for 
history programs. 

Along with the responsibility for preservation, there goes the 
equally important need for making the contents of the library more 
accessible to those who are desirous of using it properly and under 
supervision. It’s strictly a research and reference library, not a 
circulating or lending library. 

A special library committee was appointed by Ralph J. Court- 
ney, president of the Historical Society, to meet with a committee 
from the Vigo County Public Library Board to explore the possi- 
bility of placing the Society’s collection in the new library now in 
the planning stages. 

The late Dr. Richard Gemmecke, whose idea provided the 
impetus for the move, chaired the committee, along with Wayne 
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Miller and Mrs. Dorothy J. Clark, whose years of work with the 
collection were recognized. Library Board members Mrs. Rosemary 
Duwelius and George Dunkin along with Edward Howard, library 
chief, met with the Society group and plans progressed. 

The committees took their findings back to their respective 
boards of directors, and after careful consideration of all pros and 
cons, the move was unanimously approved. 

At their March meeting, the Historical Society's board members 
approved the gift of the library collection to the public library. 
Book plates will be placed in the books to make the researcher 
aware of the original owner. Filed materials will be incorporated 
into the public library's existing locked file cases. 

Those library materials suitable for museum display will be 
retained for future use. Following the transfer, the room on the 
main floor of the museum now used for the library will be used 
for another purpose. The curator's time can be better utilized in 
museum display, programs, etc. 

The planned Special Collections area of the proposed Vigo 
County Public Library provides a place to house and use the special 
collections of local history, genealogy, Indiana and American history 
(not found in general works) and other rare materials selected 
because of local significance. This material will be utilized by 
genealogists and local historians as well as researchers in Indiana 
and American history. This area provides a “safe” place to house 
materials of value which must be protected and for which the 
library has no other housing such as museum or rare book sections. 

This space must be near the reference room and microfilm 
center for both accessibility and visual control and should not be 
open to the public except under the guidance of a staff member. 
This space should be near a public copier and should be near the 
card catalog. It should be isolated from any noisy activity. 

The objectives of the Vigo County Public Library in its role as 
community information center have been stated as three-fold: 

Acquisition (input): To acquire by purchase or gift, and by 
staff recording and production, all relevant and potentially useful 
information that is produced by, about, or for the citizens of the 
community. 


Storage: To organize this information for efficient delivery and 
convenient public access, furnish equipment necessary for its use, 
and provide assistance in its utilization. 


Delivery (output): To cause maximum effective use of this 
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information toward improving ‘he quality of life in the community 
and the search for Understand ng by its citizens. 


SPECIAL EXHIBITS 


SECOND GRADE QUILT PROJECT - April 6 through April 13. 
Mrs. Miriam Turney's second graders at Collett School have 
spent many hours making a patchwork quilt as their part of the 
bicentennial celebration. 

WOOD CARVINGS by ERNEST DeMOUGIN - April 13 

through April 27. 

Mr. DeMougin uses the same time-consuming methods in his 
work that generations of carvers have used before him. 


OPEN HOURS 


HISTORICAL MUSEUM OF THE WABASH VALLEY, 1411 S. 6th 
St. Open for visitors Sunday through Friday, 1 to 4 p.m. 
Closed Saturdays and major holidays. 

THE PAUL DRESSER BIRTHPLACE, Fairbanks Park. Open for 
visitors April to October. Hours are Sunday through Friday, 
1 to 4 p.m., weather permitting. Closed Saturdays and major 
holidays. 

Tour group arrangements may be made by calling the curator, 

235-9717. 


CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


Thursday, April 17, 7:30 p.m.—Vigo County Historical Society. 
Wayne Miller will talk on “This Was Terre Haute Fifty Years 
Ago.” 

Sunday, April 20, 1:30 - 3:30 p.m.—Wood carving demonstration by 
Ernest DeMougin and a group of Boy Scouts on the museum 
grounds. 

Monday, April 21, 1:00 p.m.—“Friends of the Museum” 

Mrs. Ada Hodge will train members for the May coverlet show. 


Published monthly except July and August by the Vigo County Historical Society. 
Editor: Juliet Peddle — 2117 N. 10th St., Terre Haute, Indiana 47804 (address al] mail con- 
cerning change of address and material for publicaticn to the above address). 

UES: Student membership — $2.00. Regular membership — $5.00. Contributing 
membership — $10.00. Patron membership — $25.00. Life membership — $100.00. 

The Vigo County Historical Society meets the third Thursday of each month at 
7:30 P.M. except during July and August. 

The Museum is open from 1:00 P.M. to 4:00 P.M. every day except Saturday, when 
it is closed. 
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LOOKING OVER library materials in the Historical Museum's reference ikaw which will | 
be transferred to the new Vigo County Publice Library as a Bicentennial gift are, left to | 
right. Ralph J. Courtney. Society president; Wayne E. Miller, Society director; Arch R. 
Dunhar, hoard president, Vigo Suny Public Library, and Ed Howard. director, V.C.P.L. 
a A ma i e Photo by House of Photography. 
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iot of the b rd  ditectors of the Vigo County 
aswresulted in: their decision to place their; 
extensive h storical reference library in the Special Collections. 
anneg. by the Vigo County Publie Library for their new 
t 7th and Walnut Streets. 
‘goal for completion set forthe end of 1976, this! 
gift would be om of the most important, contributions to the 

communitysdurittgsthé Bicentennial Yeap = 

ve 
1975 . 
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Incorporated in 1924, the Vigo Ad » 
County Historical Society has > =e 
been dedicatetsto collecting and eas 
preserving all sorts of local 
historical materials. Much of 
the collection consists of books w 
diaries, letters, ‘photographs, 
ard family and business papass. 
It was not untift 1950s that > 
the library materjal9 were put” 
into any sort of usable: shape, 
were unboxed and catalogued in 
readiness for the, opening of the 
Historical Museum in 1958. 
e. fhe library — 
2,000 


The date Dr. Richard Gem- 
mecke, whose idea provided the 
impetus for the move, chaired 
“none... the committee, 
Wayne Miller and Mrs. Dorothy 


volved, and al 
subjects, Six T 
contain local 

ho" ‘ 
A special cabinet 
of microfilm for 


3 Mo = 
reader, cassette ta MNES Mts... Ros emy 


V- Duwelius and Dunki 
as well as films. and slides for) Wetus an Georg anio 
; eos. po along with Edward Howard, 
history programs. AN 


ae cose. library chief, met with the 
Along with the responsibility Sgciety group and plans pro- 
for preservation, there goes the” grassed. z 
equally important .need fotit The committees took ° their 
making the contents of the findings back to their respective 
ibrary more accessible to those) boards of directors, and after 
who are desirous of using lt pro-| careful consideration of all pros 
perly and under: supervistón. and cons, the move was 


reference library, not a cir- At their March meeting. the 
culating or lending library. | Historical Society's board mem- 

A special library committee bers approved the gift of the 
was appointed bv Ralph J. library collection to the public 
Courtney. president, of th ellibrarv. Book plates will be 
Historical Society, to meet ‘with! placed in the books to make the 
Mt mit dinos ld Vigo! researcher aware of the original 

7,3) 


owner. Filed materials will be 


County Public Library Board tOlincorparated into the public 
explore the possibility of placing 


library's locked file cases, and 
the Society's collection in the| genealogical materials will be 


' t A A A 
place the- public Hi 5 
exi el 


| specia? 
\history, genealogy, Indiana and 


AY |house materials of value which 


along with) 


sting locked file cases. ~ 
Those library materials 
suitable for museum display 
will be retained for future use. 
Following. transfer, the 
room on the main floor of the 
museum “now used. for the 
library will be used for another 
The curator’s time can 
“utilized in museum 
display, wograms, etc. 

The planned Special Collec- 
tions area of the proposed Vigo 
County Public Library provides 
a place to house and use the 
collections of local 


American. history (not found in 
general works) and other rare 
materials selected because of 
‘local significance. This material | 


(¡will be utilized by. genealogists 
Jand local historians as well as! 
Vresearchers in 


and 
area 


Indiana 
This 
place, to! 


American history. 
provides a “safe” 


¡must be . protected . and for! 
¡which the library has no other 
housing such as museum or, 
rare book sections. 

This space must be near the 
reference room and microform 
center for both accessibility and, 
visual contro! and should not be 
‘open to the public except under | 
the guidance of a staff member. 
pais: space should be near a 
"public copier amd should be near! 
ithe card catalog. It should be! 
¡isolated from. any noisy activity. | 

The objectives of the Vigo’ 
County Public Library in its 
rdle as community information 
center have been stated as 
three-fold: 

Acquisition (input): To ac- 
quire by purchase or gift, amd 
¡by staff recording and produc- 
tion.-all relavant and potentially 
useful information that is pro- 
duced by. about, or for the 
citizens of the community. 

Storage: To organize this in- 
¡formation for efficient delivery 
¡and . convenient public access, 
¡its use, and provide assistance 
| in its utilization. 

, Delivery. (output): To cause 
¡maximum effective use of this 
information toward improving 
{the quality of life in the com- 
; munity and the search for Un- 
| derstanding by its citizens. | 


During 1985, we at the Vigo County Public 
Library decided to take a good look at our- 
selves, cur programs, and our services, so we 
asked the people of Terre Haute and Vigo 
County for their opinions. 


We asked those coming into the libraries to 
fill out a survey form, surveyed others by phone, 
and met in person with -community leaders. 
Some of the things we learned were that more 
than halt the households in Vigo County use the 
library; that business people consider ita useful 
source of information for them; and. as might be 
expected, people use the branch libraries be- 
cause they are close to home. 


The survey was quite detailed, and the 
information gained will be used in our long- 
range planning. Anyone wishing to know more 
about it is welcome to see the survey and the 
analysis at any of the library locations: One 
Library Square, West Terre Haute, Plaza North, 
Meadows, and Southland. 
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While the survey was being taken, day-to- 


Vigo County Library Board 


day services were, of course, going on without 
interruption. The statistics for 1985 show that 
circulation was 721,193 for the 316,803 items in 
the VCPL system. Service hours for the main 
library, the branches, and the mediamobile 
totaled 11,352, and 9,798 persons used the fa- 
cilities in any typical week. We provided 80,213 
instances of reference service, both by phone 


and in person - a lot of answers to a lot of 
questions! 


We conducted 1,023 searches for materials 
through various data bases, and 4,203 persons 
were able to secure materials not available in 
the VCPL system through the interlibrary loan 
system. Interlibrary loan, along with the many 


other computer network services to which we 


have access, means we can procure books, 
directories, special indexes, magazine articles, 
etc., nationally and internationally. In fact, 
almost any book in the world can be at the 
fingertips of our users through these systems. 


The service that showed the most growth 
during the year was, by far, lending videocas- 
settes for home use. The circulation for these 
was 28,092. Another service gaining in popular- 
ity is the use of the microcomputer, which was ` 
booked 912 times last year. More than 275,000 
persons viewed the films, tapes, and slides that 
were loaned to groups and organizations. 


Another popular service of the library is the 
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public meeting rooms. More than 48,000 indi- 
viduals used the rooms last year, a good indi- 
cator of why they must be booked so far ahead. 
Programs that the library sponsored or co- 
sponsored with other community organizations, 
such as the Crackerbarrel Sessions, were at- 
tended by 18,558 persons. 


These are just some of the library services. 
provided last year, all of which were funded 


_ almost entirely through local property taxes. . 


The budget approved for library services during 
1986 is $2,096,225. 


The public library of 1986 is a valuable 
resource’ which can add significantly to the 


quality of life in your work, personal growth, 
and leisure pursuits. 


You are invited to get acquainted with your ` 
library, to use it, and, above all, to enjoy it. ~ 
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CONTENTS OF THE ARCHIVES BOX — This picture shows the contents of the copperbox 


that was placed inside the cornerstone laid in the new library building being constructed at 
One Library Square. The ceremony took place Nov. 30. 
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Vigo County-Public Library 
main building will be laid in a 
simple ceremony at 3 p.m. Nov. 
30, according to a report which 
notes that items to be included 
in the cornerstone will be de- 
cided at the Nov. 21 meeting of 
the VCPL board. 

The ceremony will conducted 
by Arch Dunbar, board presi- 
dent, and Ed Howard, VCPL 
director, with the actual place- 
ment by Clarence Chestnut, 
masonry foreman for construc- 
tion representing the local 
Bricklayers’ Union. 

The announcement notes 
that, ‘‘The placing of the cor- 
nerstone in this building is a 
little different from most build- 
ings because this building is 
different in shape, having no 
square corners.” The structure 
is designed with angles of more 
than 90 degrees at each corner. 
The stone is to be placed at the 
west side of the front entrance 
at Seventh and Walnut streets. 

Most of the stone exterior on 
the west wing of the building 
had been completed before the 
announcement was issued, as 
had the setting of the laminated 
roof arches for both the east 
and west wings. 

“Tom Duwelius, super- 
intendent of construction for 
the general contractor, Shelton 
Hannig Inc., is constructing a 
platform across the front from 
which the ceremonies will be 
conducted,” the report con- 
tinues. “The ground is also 
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ommunily 


ut in cornerstone 


being prepared to allow mem- way; the bond sale brochure: 
the annual report for the year 
ending Dec. 31, 1976; publica- 
tions by the League of Women 


bers of the public to be near the 
platform to witness the actual 
stone laying.” 

The report states further, “A 
number of historic items will 
be placed in the copper box and 
sealed into the cornerstone of 
the new Vigo County Public 
Library when the ceremonies 
are held on Wsdnesday, Nov. 30 
at 3 p.m. 

“Final determination of the 
items to be placed in the sealed 
box will be made at the regular 
meeting of the Library Board 
on Monday, Nov. 21, at the 
Emeline Fairbanks Library at 8 
p.m. 

“None of the items in the 
cornerstone of Emeline Fair-| 
banks Library will be included | 
in the new box because it has 
been determined that the old 
cornerstone cannot be opened 
until after the present building 
is vacated and the library 
moved to the new building. The 
reason for this is that the open- 
ing of the box would have to be 
done from the inside and would 
be too disruptive.” 

. Items suggested for inclusion 
include the forthcoming book 
by Irene McDonough, “History 
of the Public Library in Vigo 
County 1816-1975.” and a photo- 
graph of the author who is the 
retired former technical ser- 
vices director of the library; 
newspaper clippings following 
the proposal and development 
of plans for the new building; 
court judgments clearing the 


Voters; 


VCPL brochures; 


sound recordings of the special 
board meetings of May 25, 1976 
(the bond sale) and April 5, 1977 
(bid opening for prime contract 


work); 


the 
nouncement 


invitation-an- 


of the 


groundbreaking for the new 
building and photograph of the 
library board at that ceremony, 


and others. 
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LIBRARY CORNERSTONE IN PLACE — Brief ceremonies in a cold autumn rain 
Wednesday afternoon marked the laying of the cornerstone in the new Vigo County Public 
Library at Seventh and Walnut streets. The $3 million library is scheduled for compietion in 
the summer of 1978. Ed Howard, library director, and Ned A. Bush Sr., a member of the 
library board, and chairman of the cornerstone ceremony committee, inspected the stone, 
marked simply with the date, 1978. A copper box containing 23 items pertaining to the library 
was placed inside the cornerstone. Clarence Chestnut, masonry foreman, and his son, Don, 
secured the stone. Spectators included library staffers, board members and interested library 
patrons, most of whom carried unbrellas. Groundbreaking for the library last April also took 
place in the rain. Howard promised “a warm summer sun” for opening day. 

House of Photography 
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When the cornerstone of the 
Vigo County Public Library is 
taken apart many years from 
now, those who open the copper 
box contiining many items! 
dated from 1975 to 1977, will| 
learn that it was raining on the | 
day ground was broken at high | 
noon for the new $3 million 
building (April 22, 1977) and it 
was raining (and cold) on the 
day the cornerstone was laid 
(Nov. 30, 1977). 

A brief ceremony was 
planned for the historic occa- 
sion by Ned A. Bush Sr., library 
board member, and chairman 
of the cornerstone committee. 

Bush was to be in the plat- 
form party, taking the place of 
Arch Dunbar, board president. 
who is ill. Other members were 
Edward N. Howard, library di- 
rector, and Clarence Chestnut, 
masonry foreman for the con- 
struction project. 

Chestnut, a member of the 
local Bricklayers Union, was 
actually secure the sandstone 
cornerstone. 

To permit staff personnel at 
the Emeline Fairbanks Memo- 
rial Library and all its 
branches to attend the ceremo- 
ny, all county library facilities 
were to be closed from 2:30 to 
4 p.m. 

Ground has been cleared 
near the platform site at Sev- 
enth and Walnut streets. Both 
Bush and Howard were to make 
brief remarks. 

Secured in the cornerstone 
was to be be a copper box 
containing a number of items 
officially approved by the 
board at its Nov. 15 meeting. 
They include: a judgment of 
Superior Court of Vigo County, 
Division II, dated June 25, 1975, 
which cleared the way for li- 
brary construction; copies of 
both the Terre Haute Tribune 


and Star announcing this de- 


cision and more recent copies 
of both local daily papers an- 
nouncing the cornerstone- 
laying ceremony; a copy of 
“The Voter,” publication of the 
Terre Haute League of Women 
Voters, an organization which 
had supported th ci 

project: and a co 


1976; . 

Also, a copy of the annual 
report for the year ending Dec. 
31, 1976 of the Taxpayers As- 
sociation of Vigo County; 
copies of three VCPL brochures 
and copies of the VCPL “Staff 
Bulletin’ for March 1977 and | 
August 1977; a copy of the 
invitation to the groundbreak- 
ing ceremony, April 22, 1977, 
along with a photograph taken 
at that event; a copy of “His- 
tory of the Public Library in 
Vigo County 1816-1975” by Irene 
McDonough, along with a 
photograph of the author; and 
audiotape cassettes of special 
board meetings of May 25, 1976 
(bond sale) and April 5, 1977 
(bid opening for prime contract 
work). 
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Wednesday for Vigo library 


A “short and simple” cornerstone 
laying ceremony will be conducted by 
the Vigo County Board of Library 
Trustees Wednesday at 3 p.m. at the site 
of the new library construction, Seventh 
and Walnut streets. Everyone’s invited. 

The historic gold-plated trowel to be 
used is the gift of Monninger Concrete 
Products, Inc., and will carry an en- 


graved inscription of the event, courtesy 
of James R. Johnson Jewelry Store. The 
trowel will be put on display among 
other items of interest in the history of 
the new library. 

The uncertainty of the weather at this 
time of year has led the committee in 
charge (Ned Bush, chairman; Carolyn 
Henson, and George Dunkin, all mem- 
bers of the library board) to plan a 

, simple ceremony with a minimum of 
formality. 

The platform party includes Arch 
Dunbar. president of the library board; 
Edward N. Howard, VCPL director: and 
Clarence Chestnut, masonry foreman 
for the library construction, and a mem- 

ı ber of Bricklayers Local 5, who will 
actually lay the cornerstone. 

The building is expected to be com- 
pleted by July 1, 1978. 

The main library and branches will be 


* closed Wednesday from 2:30 to 4 p.m. to 


permit all VCPL staff members to at- 
tend. - 
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By ELIZABETH CIANCONE 
Star Staff Writer 

Noting that ground breaking 
for the new library had taken 
place in a spring rain and call- 
ing attention to the obvious cold 
autumn rain greeting well- 
wishers at the cornerstone cer- 
emony Wednesday afternoon, 
VigoCounty Library director 
Ed Howard promised “a warm 
summer sun” for the open 
house expected to be scheduled 
sometime during the coming 
summer. 

More than a hand full of 
spectators were on hand to wit- 
ness the ceremony which in- 
cluded brief remarks by Ned A. 
Bush, Sr., chairman of the cor- 
nerstone committee for the 
VCPL board, and Howard. 
Howard noted that the box to be 
contained in the cornerstone 
had been found more than ade- 
quate for the 23 items approved 
by the board, and anannounced 


Vigo County Public Lineas 


that also included was a video- 
tape cassette of the 
groundbreaking ceremony and 
a number of slides and photo- 
graphs of that event as well as 
of the library under various 
stages of construction. 

Clarence Chestnut, masonry 
foreman for the construction 
project, sealed the copper box 
into the cornerstone with the 
ceremonial goldplated trowel 
provided for the purpose and 
then, assisted by his son, Don 
Chestnut, also a member of the 
local Bricklayer’s Union and a 
masonry worker on the project, 
secured the stone. 

The stone, marked simply 
with the date, is located near 
the main entrance to the new 
building just off the corner of 
7th and Walnut streets. 

Spectators included mem- 
bers of the VCPL staff, other 
board members and a number 
of interested library patrons. 
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IN SPITE OF RAIN--Clarence Chestnut (right) lifts the copper box into the cornerstone of 
the new county library at the ceremony Wednesday afternoon. Ed Howard, library director. 
(left) checks the proceedings. The ceremony was brief, with Howard and Ned Bush Sr., 
board meme making comments. Many library employes and a few patrons were on hand. 
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"The cornerstone of the new- 
Vigo County Public Library < 
will be laid with a gold-plated 
trowel which will then be put on 
display among other items of 


interest in the history of the 
library. 


The announcement of addi- 
tional information on the cere- 
mony slated for Nov. 30. at the 
site of new library construc- 
tion, Seventh and Walnut 
streets, notes that the trowel 
will carry an engraved inscrip- 
tion registering the event. 


The trowel is the zift of 
Monnignger Concrete Products 
Inc., 4600 N. 13th St., and the 
engraving of the inscription is 
the gift of the James R.. John- 
son Jewelry Store. : = Senih 
iSto nonae RS 


WA: “short and simple” e cere- 
. mony is: planned, as approved * 
by the Library Board at its 
meeting last Monday, sched- 
ua to begin at F apm: Arch 


A e | pa 


Fant 
‘Dunbar; board presidente will- 
open the ceremony from a plat- 
form adjacent to the cor- 
nerstone in the entrance to the 
new building. He will speak 
briefly as a representative of 
the public through the board. 
Edward N. Howard, library di- 
rector, will speak for the staff 
of the library The cornerstone 
then is to be laid and sealed by 
Clarence Chestnut, masonry 
foreman in the construction 
project and representative of 


* the Bricklayers’ Union. That 


will conclude the program. 

It is noted tnat no special 
invitations will be sent out as 
the program is open to the 
public. and it is hoped that 
- many- poeple will attend ‘this 
historic program that marks a 
“big milestone in the progress of 
the:library system. 42 

The main library ` and ‘all 
branches will be closed from 
2:30 until 4 p.m. to permit all 


VCPL stalk members to attend. ; 
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Started By 19 Spades” 


By ELIZABETH CIANCONE 
Star Staff Writer 

The day was gray but the smiles were 
bright as retired librarians, trustees and 
honored guests took their turn at 
groundbreaking ceremonies marking 
the start of construction of a new $3 
million main library building. 

Considering the forbidding weather, a 
sizeable crowd was on hand to see the 
beginning of the dream, and each person 
attending was given a chance to help 
turn ground for the project. 

VCPL Board member George Dunkin, 
manager at Roselawn Cemetery, 
thoughtfully provided a canvas cover to 
protect the retirees and other honored 
guests during the brief ceremonies. 

VCPL Board president Arch Dunbar 
spoke briefly and introduced a few of the 
honored guests. Dunkin introduced his 
grandson, Richard F. Dunkin, young son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Richard S. Dunkin, 4 
Marion Way; and recalled that it had 
been his own grandfather, Francis M. 
Dunkin, who was president of the library 
board at the time of the previous 
groundbreaking 73 years ago. 

Master Dunkin then assisted his 


grandfather in presenting memorial pla- ` 
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ques to each of the retired library staff 
members after which the crown of 
colorful umbrellas moved the short dis- 
tance east where beribboned shovels 
waited for a motivating force. 

Faces in the crowd included a wide: 
representation of area business and pro- 
fessional people, current library staff 
personnel members of the Board of 
Trustees of the Vigo County School 
Corporation and many members of the 
reading public anxious to participate in 
the festivities, along with Robert Miller; 
architect's representative. 


Following the brief formal activities, 
the honored guests were transported to 
the Emeline Fairbanks Library building 
where current staff members had ar- 
ranged light refreshments and an in- 
formal reception for them. 

At the end of a busy historic day, 
library director Ed Howard reported 
that he was “tired, but happily tired.” 

eneral contractor Shelton Hannig, 
Inc. will now begin the demolition of the 
former Marathon property on the south- 
east corner of the site and the excava- 
tion for the foundation. Finally the 
public will watch the dream become 
reality. 


a 
REALIZATION OF A DREAM—Nineteen vet ( of the Vigo 
County Public Library, members of the library board and 
distinguished guests turn the first shovels of ground at the 
groundbreaking held Friday noon in a drizzling rain. Con- 


struction of footings-and basement is expected to start within 
a few days by Shelton Hannig Inc., contractors on the $3 
million structure. Mf reais 
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City pollee reste n at tara 
youl sn Thursday morning 
hiding 
Ihohind a TREE inside the 
(Hooks Prug Store, Southland 
[Shopping Center. 
| Reports indieate police an 
iswered a 5 am. silent alarm 
and found the vouth Wallace 1. 
Wilson, 3301 S. 7th St. inside 
the building. Officers said entry 
was also gained into the South 
and branch of the Vigo County; 
Library. 

Wallace is charged with see | 
ond degree burglary, 
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for school system 
T ger 31 


By ROB ALLEN 
Tribune Staff Writer 


At day’s beginning, it says, 
“Good morning.” And when the 
last work is done at day's end, 
it says, “Good bye.” 

Not unusual for a fellow 
worker, one could say. 

But, this fellow worker is a 
computer. 

A computer terminal in- 
stalled at Vigo County School 
Corp.'s Washington Building to 
assist in cataloging the school 
system's estimated 200,000 to 
250,000 library books. 

Georgia Cole, VCSC's In- 
structional Materials Center 
coordinator, said the computer 
terminal was received as a 
grant and was installed last 
May. VCSC is only the second 
Indiana school system to re- 
ceive one. 

indiana State University's 
Cunningham Memorial Library 
has two and Vigo County Public 
Library has one. 

Mrs. Cole said the terminal is 
linked, as are hundreds of oth- 
ers across the nation, with a 
data base station in Columbus, 
Ohio. Every book that is bought 
by VCSC to be put in its numer- 
ous school libraries can be 
cataloged by ‘‘inputting’’ cer- 
tain information into the com- 
puter. 

Lorraine Brett, VCSC's book 
cataloger and computer termi- 
nal operator, said all the in- 
formation that is needed is re- 
turned instantly by the termi- 
nal and labels are auto- 


matically printed on an accom- 
panying machine. 

The end result: a much 
faster process that enables the 
books that are needed by school 
libraries to be delivered much 
sooner. 

Catalog cards are produced 
in Columbus and sent to the 
school corporation to be used in 
the school file. In the past, 
stencils had to be typed out at 
the instructional materials cen- 
ter and copies had to be made 
there. 

An example of the quickness 
was pointed out by Mrs. Brett. 
“Recently, we had 54 books 
that had be to be cataloged,” 
she said. ‘‘After the informa- 
tion was obtained on the com- 
puter, the girls were able to 


have all 54 ready in 20 
minutes.” 

Mrs. Brett attended “a work- 
shop or two”? where the 


computer's coding was ex- 
plained and a manual is at hand 
while she works. ‘‘It was a little 
slow at first,” she admitted. 
“But, practice is the best 
teacher.” 

Presently, the termninal is 
used for cataloging books only, 
but future possibilities include 
cataloging the VCSC’s film li- 
brary and producing subject 
bibliographies that can be-dis- 
tributed to the schools. 

Asked if the terminal seems 
human at times, Mrs. Brett 
laughed and said no. “But, it 
does say good morning and 
good bye. I kind of like that’”’ 
she added. 
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